Chapter 1

History of Domestic Cats

and Cat Breeds

Domestic cats have intrigued people
throughout the world for centuries. Though
in some cultures they have been treated as
revered creatures, they have at times been
considered objects of fear and superstition.
Cats still remain mysterious animals,
slightly beyond our total understanding.
They live somewhat apart from people de-
spite a long history of association and ac-
ceptance. Cats have been able to maintain
their wild ancestral characteristics and dig-
nity even though they comfortably adapt to
the households and conditions of our mod-
ern life.

In an age when human individuality is
consistently threatened, when the pressures
of overcrowding, noise and visual unifor-
mity have become inherent to our daily ex-
istence, people are almost envious of cats’
autonomous spirit. Cats are used by the ad-
vertising industry as familiar symbols of in-
dependence, power, graceful elegance and
soft luxury. The cat’s admired self-suffi-
ciency, combined with an ability to offer af-
fectionate, playful companionship, allows
many people to experience natural animal
behavior within their own homes.

At one time in America and elsewhere,
cats were mostly appreciated for their hunt-
ing ability on farms in rural areas. Now
urban families show an interest in cats
solely for their beauty and personality. Hu-
mane organizations and cat fanciers are in-
creasingly successful in their efforts to edu-
cate people. Careless breeding of unwanted
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and stray cats may some day be eliminated,
giving hope for a future in which all cats
will be valued and protected.

Purposeful and responsible breeding of
pedigreed cats has been a peripheral activ-
ity for some time in many parts of the
world, and began in the late nineteenth cen-
tury in England. A growing curiosity about
the origins and characteristics of the vari-
ous pedigreed cats is evidenced by the
public’s enthusiastic response to cat shows
and the numerous books in recent years
about the different breeds. Understanding
the concept of selective breeding of cats be-
gins with an exploration of their early do-
mestication, and the origins and genetic de-
velopment of the breeds we know today.

Domestication

Human culture evolved thousands of
years ago from a nomadic hunter-gatherer
type of existence into an agriculture-based
civilization. This is when domestication of
animals began. Ancient domesticated ani-
mals included cattle, dogs, goats, pigs and
sheep. The earliest remains of these species
are found in the Middle East, along the
eastern shores of the Mediterranean and ex-
tending to the Caspian Sea and Persian
Gulf. The most primitive motive for breed-
ing animals was for provision of meat.
Later many other uses for live animals were
recognized, and deliberate animal breeding
is said to have begun around 3000 BC.
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The earliest reproductions of the cat
have been found by archaeologists in an-
cient Egypt, on the island of Crete, in Cy-
prus, the Orient and among pre-Columbian
cultures in the New World. Ancient art of
India shows cats in sculptures. When farm-
ing and stock rearing began, granaries and
barns most likely encouraged multiplication
of mice, who were happily protected from
their usual predators and provided with an
abundance of easy food. Wild and, later,
semi-wild cats were probably enthusiasti-
cally welcomed by early farmers as the
great agricultural civilization of Egypt
began to develop in the Nile Valley. The
cat’s introduction into Egypt is usually
credited to the Ethiopians, who brought a
few cats into Egypt after their conquest of
Nubia.

The Egyptians were prolific artists and
they depicted cats in unsurpassed statues,
paintings, bas-reliefs, friezes and orna-
ments. They were sharp observers and
skilled with detail, giving us an opportunity
today to see these early cats. It is obvious
that these people readily accepted cats and
loved them with a passion for many of the
same reasons as we do today. Through
Egyptian art, we can understand their aes-
thetic appreciation for the beauty and grace
of these animals, which go beyond their util-
itarian purposes. Evidence that cats became
part of Egyptian family life is apparent in
paintings that show them to be as pam-
pered as those of today. Cats were
embellished with jewelry and often were
mummified after death and buried in a spe-
cial cat cemetary.

At what point the Egyptian cats could be
considered domesticated, and how this
came about, is not clear. One theory is that
wild kittens may have been raised in captiv-
ity, with the tamer ones staying to catch
mice and reproduce, while the more wild
kittens left. Later, some attempt to breed
cats, selecting those with rodent-hunting
ability and a docile temperament, may have
led to gradual domestication. Other specula-
tion is that genetic mutation, abruptly or
gradually, may have inhibited certain types
of behavior. While wild cats remain essen-
tially solitary except when mating, mother-
ing and being part of a litter, domesticated
cats accept people and usually other cats, as
well as other animals, in a way that sug-

2

gests a “litter-like” belonging. The domestic
cat, therefore, never matures to a “normal”
adult.44

Domestic cats as with other domesticated
animal species, have a smaller brain than
wild cats. This not only reduces aggressive-
ness but also impairs sensitivity to some de-
gree. Domestic cats may also have a modi-
fied hormone balance, associated mainly
with a smaller adrenal gland and reduced
adrenal secretions.28 Probably many fac-
tors, including genetics and selective breed-
ing, played a part in creating the modern
household cat. In any event, cats were semi-
domesticated around 2000 BC and fully do-
mesticated in Egypt by about 1000 BC,
which is almost 3000 years ago.

Cult of the Cat

No one knows how the simple apprecia-
tion for a beautiful and useful animal grad-
ually evolved into deification. The cult of
the cat in Egypt eventually reached such an
intensity that the penalty for taking a cat’s
life was death.

It may have originated from the Egyp-
tian fear of darkness. It was noticed that
cats had what Egyptians believed was a
magical ability to see at night. The Egyp-
tian word for “cat” is “mau,” which means
to see. The widening and narrowing of the
pupils of their eyes showed a relationship
between the cat and the sun and moon.
Death was considered the ultimate dark-
ness; therefore, cats were thought to have
the power to overcome even death. Every
year the Nile flooded, destroying crops of
grain, but the sun brought new abundant
crop growth. The power of the sun and wor-
ship of the sun god, Ra, became merged
with the cat. The circular form of a sleeping
cat became a symbol for the cycles of na-
ture, eternity and many lives.

Another early association with cats was
to motherhood and fertility. The cat thus
came to represent Bastet, the goddess of
sexuality and fertility. Worship of the cat fi-
nally peaked around 950 BC, with a yearly
festival in honor of Bastet. More than
700,000 people travelled to Bubastis for
each annual festival. Historians agree that
there was a good deal more intoxication
than religious zeal at these gatherings.
Some describe the ceremonies as a giant
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orgy of drinking, music and general frenzy.
This was approved, as it seemed to increase
fertility, not only for the crops but Egyptian
women as well 4

The association of cats with pleasure, the
fascination with their graceful body move-
ment and eyes that seem to penetrate the
soul and mind, and their self-sufficiency de-
spite domestication are to a great extent the
underlying reasons for many people’s at-
traction to cats today.

Migration

Cats were jealously kept from outsiders
by the Egyptians, but Phoenician traders
eventually exported them to Europe, where
they were needed to combat the increasing
rat problem. Travelling monks took them
east to the Orient and Roman armies smug-
gled them out of Egypt. Romans especially
valued their cats, as they did everything
Egyptian. Wherever their armies marched
they took their animals, including cats. The
Romans also probably took cats to England,
though cats were first introduced to the
British Isles by the Phoenicians in exchange
for tin.

Once cats became common in other parts
of the world and their role was diminished
to primarily that of a working animal, the
cat cult began to decline, beginning about
350-100 BC. Eventually, because the He-
brews associated cats with pagan idolatry
and with the rise of Christianity, cats be-
came creatures of the devil and were con-
nected with witchcraft throughout medieval
Europe.

Several centuries after Christ, some
Asian countries began to import more cats.
India was the first to introduce them into
religion and Hindu rites, and for a long time
obliged each of the faithful to feed at least
one cat under his roof.!8 In China, cats were
popular pets since the beginning of the
Christian era and were considered bearers
of good fortune.

In Japan, domestic cats were introduced
probably in the 6th century AD, at the same
time as Buddhism. Because it was the cus-
tom to keep 2 cats in each temple to protect
the manuscripts against mice, the role of
the earliest Japanese cats was that of
guardian. Eventually replicas were placed
at entrance doors to protect village homes

and to repel disease-carrying rodents. Cats
were cherished and kept indoors or on
leashes until the Japanese government
passed a law in 1602 that ordered all cats
released so they would be free to catch the
vermin destroying the silkworm industry of
the country. The cats of Japan then fell
from their aristocratic level to that of a
working animal.

Two factors figured strongly in the
worldwide migration of domestic cats. Bar-
barian invasions swept across FEurope,
bringing with them rats and the plague.
The cat’s value as a rat catcher brought
cats to all corners of the world and helped
counteract in Europe the backlash of the
church. Second, from earliest times cats
have always inspired symbolic connections
and superstition. The tradition of bringing
cats on board ships was, in addition to the
need for combatting vermin, a result of the
belief that they brought good luck and could
foresee storms. Therefore, oceans did not
hinder the spread of cats, as they did the
migration of other land animals. Cats were
able to enter the New World and Australia
because of their compatibility with ships
and human explorers. In every port, kittens
born on the ships left to settle in new areas.
The first cats in America were undoubtedly
brought by the pilgrims and were European
domestic cats.

Origins from Wild Cats

The exact origin of domestic cats from
wild cats is another unanswered question.
Cats are divided into 3 main genera: the
great cats (lions, leopards, jaguars, tigers);
the cheetah; and the small cats, consisting
of over 30 varieties, all in the Felis genus.
All housecats worldwide belong to this
genus, known as Felis catus. The largest of
the Felis genus are the puma (100-130 1b)
and the caracal (30-50 Ib). The smallest is
the black-footed cat of southern Africa and
the Kalahari Desert (2.5-4.5 Ib).

Within the Felis genus are various spe-
cies and subspecies. A fundamental crite-
rion for determining the ancestors of Felis
catus would be its ability to mate with one
of the other Felis species and produce fertile
offspring. Though domestic cats have suc-
cessfully mated with many other small cats
in the Felis genus, including the Geoffroy’s

3




Chapter 1

cat, which has a different number of chro-
mosomes, the offspring are not fertile.

Domestic cats can produce fertile off-
spring after mating with several of the
small wild cat species. The wild ancestor of
the domestic cat originated in the Middle
East, and authorities generally speculate
that it is Felis libyca, called the African wild
cat, of the Felis sylvestris species complex.28
These moderate-sized cats (10-18 lb) are
found in Africa and Asia, from the Middle
East to India, and also on Corsica, Sardinia
and Majorca. They have a lithe body and
tawny brown coat, with light stripes on
hare-like ticked fur. The legs and tail are
ringed with stripes. Unfortunately, these
wild cats are rare today and genetically
pure examples are almost extinct. They can
be interbred with housecats to produce fer-
tile hybrids and they have an identical chro-
mosome structure and number. Mummified
Egyptian cats examined in the British Mu-
seum had a brain size identical to that of
Felis libyca .28

At one time it was thought that domestic
cats descended from the European wild cat,
Felis sylvestris. This ferocious and intracta-
ble cat is found in many regions of Britain,
France, Spain, Italy, Germany and central
Europe, but is unknown in Scandinavia. It
is massively built and muscular, and weighs
10-24 1b or more. The head is broad, with a
wide skull and clearly convex profile. It has
a heavy jowled appearance, thick fur and a
short, thick, heavily ringed bushy tail. The
coat is yellowish gray, with vertical mack-
erel-patterned stripes.

It is believed that Felis libyca and Felis
sylvestris are varieties of the same species.
They have identical karyotypes, and mate
with each other as well as with domestic
cats to produce fertile offspring. Felis
sylvestris may have played a part in the do-
mestic cat’s evolution by interbreeding with
domestic cats brought into Europe, possibly
introducing the genes for a darker tabby
pattern, stocky body type, and smaller,
more rounded and wide-set ears. The Euro-
pean wild cat has the largest brain of the
Felis sylvestris species, considerably larger
than that of domestic cats, making it un-
likely as a prime ancestor.

Other wild cat species have been sug-
gested as contributing to the evolution of

4

domestic cats. One often mentioned because
of its similarity to the Abyssinian breed is
Felis chaus. These cats are found in Egypt
and throughout southern Asia. In the exam-
ination of mummified cats from 600-200
BC by Morrison-Scott of the British Mu-
seum, there was a small percentage of Felis
chaus cats; however, these may have been
wild rather than domestic cats, and proba-
bly were rare. Also the lack of the Abyssin-
ian tabby gene in modern Egypt and Sudan,
as reported by the Carnivore Genetics Cen-
ter, indicates this was not the area of origin.

Evolution of Breeds

The original Egyptian cats were fairly
uniform in appearance. Judging from art-
work and examined mummified cats, their
coat seems to have been short and reddish
or yellowish, with only vestigial tabby-like
markings or light spotting. These character-
istics suited the cats for a desert environ-
ment. The body was lithe and muscular,
with long elegant bones. The head was mod-
erately large, with large jaws. This body
type was adapted to hunting and travelling
over large unprotected areas.

Environmental Adaptation

As these cats began to spread around the
world, they gradually changed to adapt to
their new environments. One of the earliest
and most important changes in the cats of
Europe was the development of a definite
tabby pattern and different body and head
type. These variations could be attributed to
evolutionary adjustment to a cold environ-
ment, favoring a “cold climate compact con-
formation” as opposed to the “warm cli-
mate sinuous form,” described by geneticist
Roy Robinson as the 2 main domestic cat
structural types.2¢ However, the influence
of possible matings with Felis sylvestris, the
European wild cat, cannot be ruled out.
These cats are sturdily built, with a broad
head and blunt nose. They also have far
more defined mackerel tabby markings
than those seen on the Egyptian cats and
may have introduced this important pattern
to domestic cats, providing better camou-
flage in a wooded landscape.

Mutations

Once domestic cats acquired a mackerel
tabby pattern and sandy gray color with
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black markings, several “ancient muta-
tions” occurred. Recessive mutation on the
original or “wild” mackerel tabby allele,
which created the classic tabby pattern;
nonagouti (solid coat color), which does not
allow the tabby pattern gene (carried by all
cats) to be manifested; sex-linked orange
color; dilution factor; piebald white spotting
factor; dominant white; and long hair.

Though many main genes of domestic
cats play a part in the genetic variation
needed to create different breeds, there are
fewer mutant genes in cats than in other
animal species. All cats are black or sex-
linked red or, in females, a combination of
both colors. These colors are seen in various
forms and patterns according to the influ-
ence of other genetic factors. The dilution
factor, for example, acts on colors to pro-
duce a lighter tone, turning black to blue or
red to cream. Red Abyssinians look red but
are not. This is the result of a recessive gene
in the black series, called the light brown or
cinnamon gene. The concurrent actions of
rufous polygenes, which intensify yellow
ground color, result in a rich reddish tone.
Other important later mutations were the
Abyssinian ticked tabby pattern, the albino
series (Siamese, Burmese, etc), inhibitor se-
ries (chinchilla, shaded and smokes), Manx,
bobtail, Rex (Cornish, Devon), hairless
Sphynx and, more recently, the wirehair
and curled ear.4?

Geneticists have shown with “cline
maps” the probable origin of many of the
original colors and patterns. For instance, it
seems most likely that the mutation for the
Abyssinian ticked tabby pattern originated
where the highest concentrations of the
gene may be found today. This is centered
around Calcutta (837% of cats are ticked).
The island of Ceylon has 30% of cats ticked.
Other concentrations of the gene include
Singapore (24%), Hong Kong (19%) and
into Russia.

Though the original breed based on this
gene was refined in England, its introduc-
tion to that country and others would prob-
ably have been the result of colonists and
merchants stopping in Calcutta, the major
port of disembarkment for the Indian
Ocean. A 150-year-old stuffed Abyssinian of
Indian origin, purchased and documented
by the Leiden Museum, Holland, about
1834, is a unique early example of a modern

breed and reinforces the Far East origin of
the Abyssinian (T2) gene.33 The same gene
is also responsible for another ticked breed
found in southeast Asia, the Singapura.

A particularly interesting mutation oc-
curred somewhere in the Far East, result-
ing in the temperature-sensitive albino se-
ries of alleles. This gave us the Siamese,
Burmese (called Copper Cats in early times)
and Tonkinese, a hybrid combining both va-
rieties. These cats are described and pic-
tured in manuscripts from the ancient Thai
city of Ayudha (existing from 1350 to 1767).
Blue-eyed solid whites and albino pink-eyed
whites also were produced by this series.

Geographic Restriction

Another major reason for perpetuation of
mutant genes, along with environmental
adaptation, was geographic restriction. A
mutant of ancient origin is the recessive
longhair gene. This gene was probably of
spontaneous origin and then became fixed
through inbreeding in an isolated cold cli-
mate. Speculation is that this happened in
Turkey, possibly in Iran and also in Russia.

A letter written in 1856 by M. Lottin de
la Val refers to his encounter with a “beau-
tiful species of cat on the great Armenian
plateau at Erzeroum,” and that these
longhaired Angora cats were the dominant
variety in Kurdistan. He described whites,
grays (blues) and orange-spotted (Turkish
Van) cats. Kurdistan is a mountaineous pla-
teau in eastern Turkey, adjacent to Iran
(Persia). It seems to be the logical place for
development of the longhair gene, providing
isolation and a cold climate. The early in-
habitants were primitive, nomadic people,
not likely to have valued unusual cats as
trade items from elsewhere. Angora and
Persian cats eventually reached Europe by
caravans over the mountains by the late
16th century.!? Longhaired cats were also
imported directly from Russia into England.
But instead of the solid colors found in Per-
sia and Turkey, all of these were brown tab-
bies, with the exception of 2 that were
black.

The British eventually began to make a
distinction between the longer-bodied,
large-eared and mostly blue-eyed white cats
from Turkey and the more compact, large-
boned, shorter-headed golden-eyed cats

5




Chapter 1

from Iran. They preferred Persian-type
cats, mainly because of the deafness in
Turkish white cats, which decreased the
popularity of what we now know as Turkish
Angora cats. Had it not been for the Turk-
ish Angora colony established at the zoo in
Ankara, this beautiful breed might have be-
come extinct. It is now accepted in many
colors other than white, and deafness is no
more of a problem than in any other white
cat.

Another early longhaired cat was de-
scribed in the book, Histoire Generale des
Voyages, published in the early 18th cen-
tury. The Sumxu was from the area around
Peking in China and had pendulous ears,
and black or yellow extremely glossy long
fur. It is interesting to note that mutations
in cats very often have repeated themselves.
An American painting by Joseph Stock, a
portrait of “Mary Jane” with her cat in
1838, shows a young girl with a folded-
eared cat. This was 123 years before the dis-
covery of the mutation in Scotland in 1961,
which led to development of the Scottish
Fold breed.

American domestic longhaired cats were
most likely descendants of FEuropean
shorthairs who arrived in this country with
the early settlers of New England. Cats car-
rying the recessive longhair gene were bet-
ter able to thrive in the harsh climate of
northern New England. Through geo-
graphic isolation and survival of the fittest,
they became the basis of the Maine Coon
breed.

Other well-known breeds probably origi-
nated as a result of geographic restriction.
The Manx is one of the oldest examples of a
spontaneous mutation that existed in isola-
tion on the Isle of Man in the Irish Sea off
the west coast of England for many centu-
ries. The Korat was believed to have origi-
nated in a high remote region in north-
eastern Thailand, known as the Korat
Plateau.

Superstition

In addition to evolutionary adjustment
and geographic restriction, a third factor in
establishment of breeds is myth and super-
stition. Korats, like other Oriental cats,
were considered to bring good luck by the
Thai people and could only be obtained as a
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gift. A pair of Korats was a traditional wed-
ding present, symbolizing a gift of silver,
which would bring prosperity and ensure a
long, happy marriage. The blue color, which
is a result of recessive dilution of solid
black, and silvery tipping were perpetuated
for this reason.

Occasionally these cats were given as a
token of great esteem. Cats in the Far East
were sometimes kept as sacred animals in
temples because of the belief that the soul of
a very spiritually advanced person entered
the body of a cat when that holy person
died. Following the cat’s death, the holy
person’s soul would finally reach Paradise.
Oriental cats were therefore often confined
and bred by monks in isolated monasteries
keeping gene pools separated and helping to
firmly establish breeds.

Human Preference

Another important factor, human prefer-
ence, affected migration of cats with vari-
ous patterns and colors. For example, the
highest frequency of the sex-linked orange
allele occurs in India, southeast Asia and
Japan, and has diffused westward.28 The
bright color may have been appealing, caus-
ing people to import cats into Europe and
England for their beauty as well as for their
hunting ability.

Breeds and Cat Shows

Distinction between cats based on ap-
pearance began to interest some people by
the 18th century, if not earlier. In 1756,
cats were featured in Histoire Naturelle by
Comte de Buffon, indicating recognition of
breeds. By the mid-19th century, the con-
cept of cat breeds was established in En-
gland. People began to take notice of some
of the more exotic-looking cats, which the
British took home from their trading and
colonization travels. Cats imported from
the Far East were startling in comparison
to the more familiar stocky homegrown
British shorthaired cats. The longhairs from
Turkey and Persia were equally sensational,
and the Russian Blues from the Archangel
seaport area were also different.

With the work of Louis Pasteur in the
mid-19th century, the cat’s position in soci-
ety changed drastically. Suddenly most ani-
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mals were dreaded as potential disease car-
riers. But cats, known to be a model of
cleanliness, were acceptable and once again
were welcomed into European and British
homes to be appreciated for their beauty
and personality. Cat breeds became even
more respectable because Queen Victoria
owned 2 blue Persians.

Cat Shows

The first National Cat Show at the Crys-
tal Palace in London in 1871 marked a rev-
olution in attitude and the true beginning of
cat breeding for exhibition. The show drew
an entry of 170 cats and kittens, but not ev-
eryone approved of the unusual cats. A con-
temporary journal described one of the cats
as “an unnatural, nightmare kind of cat.”
This was a sealpoint Siamese. The National
Cat Club was founded in 1884, and the Brit-
ish began to refine and develop most of the
breeds that eventually were exported to
America. By 1889, the Crystal Palace show
entry was 600 cats, and more than 20,000
people crowded in the huge hall to see the
pedigreed cats.

The first cat in America to have pedigree
records established was the homegrown
Maine Coon. People in Maine were proud of
their handsome longhaired cats and kept
track of parentage long before official cat
registries were begun. A black and white,
known as Captain Jenks of the Horse Ma-
rines, was mentioned in cat literature as
early as 1861. When the first large Ameri-
can cat show was held in New York in 1895,
a Maine Coon was best cat. They declined in
popularity as the more flamboyant Persians
came into the country from England.

The Cat Fanciers’ Association

The beginning of the American Shorthair
breed started with a pedigreed red tabby
British Shorthair imported in 1900 or 1901.
This animal eventually was the first short-
haired cat registered by The Cat Fanciers’
Association (CFA). Other British Shorthairs
were later imported and bred to domestic
shorthairs in America. These American cats
still retained the powerful muscular body
type of the cats brought over by early set-
tlers because there had been no opportunity
to crossbreed with the more slender Orien-
tal cats. The breed was called Domestic

Shorthair until 1966, when it was renamed
the American Shorthair. Until recent years,
this breed maintained an “open registry,”
allowing outcrossing to mixed-breed domes-
tic cats to enlarge the gene pool and keep
the breed healthy and vigorous.

In addition to natural breeds and estab-
lished breeds, which have been continuously
bred to maintain their original appearance
or modified to the arbitrary preferences of
breeders, certain breeds are considered hy-
brids. Some examples are the Oriental
Shorthair, Colorpoint Shorthair, Bombay,
Tonkinese and Ocicat. These cats have been
created by mating 2 or more breeds to cre-
ate a distinctive type of animal.

Other breeds have come about as the re-
sult of spontaneous mutation. A mutation,
or hybrid, by CFA rules, may be bred back
to the breed from which it originated for a
specified length of time to ensure a large
gene pool. CFA rules generally require 5
generations of CFA-registered cats behind
any imports or cats from another associa-
tion; however, there are many exceptions to
this requirement.

With the organization of CFA in 1906,
registration of cats and kittens, promotion
of cat shows, and the goal of improving the
general welfare of cats became firmly estab-
lished in America. An orange and white
male longhaired cat, named Peter, who was
born May 2, 1906, was the first cat to be
registered with CFA. Today this organiza-
tion is the largest pedigreed cat registry in
the world, and licenses over 350 shows each
year in North America and Japan. History
was made for the CFA in 1988 when the
organization’s constitution was modified to
allow foreign club memberships. This is the
beginning of CFA shows throughout the
world.

Other registry groups include several
smaller associations in America, the Gov-
erning Council of the Cat Fancy (GCCF) in
England, the Canadian Cat Association; the
Federation Internationale Feline (FIFe) in
Europe and its affiliated clubs in various
parts of the world, and independent cat-reg-
istering organizations in Europe and Aus-
tralia. Each organization has its own rules
for shows, breed recognition or acceptance,
and written standards for breeds. There is
increasing communication among breeders
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throughout the world and exchange of cats
for breeding purposes. In 1987, the first cat
show ever held in Russia drew about 30,000
visitors to Moscow.

New breeds are occasionally introduced,
through discovery in their native land or as
a result of hybrid matings. The latest muta-
tion to be recognized is the curled-back ear,
which occurred in 1981, leading to the
American Curl as a new breed. All of the
registering associations have their own
rules on accepting new breeds and colors.
CFA is conservative and difficult concern-
ing new varieties.

The purpose for rigid requirements is to
allow time to fully evaluate whether a new
addition will really enhance the cat fancy. A
new breed should be distinctive and not in-
fringe on the appearance of an existing
breed. Rather than the whim of one individ-
ual, there should be sufficient breeders in-
terested in a planned breeding program and
reason to believe that the public will re-
spond in a positive way to the new cats as
desirable pets. Matings must demonstrate
that the appearance of offspring is predict-
able, and a proposed standard must be de-
veloped once there is some experience with
resulting offspring. Most of all, it is import-
ant to determine that the new bred is free
from any harmful genetic traits and will be
an asset to the world of pedigreed cats.

It takes a minimum of 10 breeders work-
ing with a new breed and documentation of
at least 50 specimens to formally apply for
CFA registration, which is the first step in
recognition. Once registration is achieved,
the cats may be presented at shows in the
“Miscellaneous Class,” which is noncompet-
itive, so that judges, other breeders and the
public become familiar with the new cats’
traits. A 5-year minimum is required before
the breed may apply for the next step.

“Provisional breed” status requires 100
or more specimens and, among several
other requirements, a breed standard pro-
posal. The breed must then be extensively
shown in all areas of the country, reports
submitted by judges, and information pre-
sented to the CFA Board regarding every
aspect of the breed. Finally, with proof that
25 different cats have been shown in all 7
American Regions, a standard agreed upon
by the breeders, and an outline of all accept-
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able colors and patterns developed, the new
breed may be presented to the CFA Board
for “Championship” status, allowing full
competition with the other breeds.

Acceptance at preliminary levels carries
no guarantee for automatic eventual Cham-
pionship approval. Often many years go by,
along with a great deal of expense, hard
work and devotion, to achieve full CFA ac-
ceptance of a breed. Recognition of new col-
ors within existing breeds involves similar
requirements and sometimes evokes strong
resistance from established breeders.

The CFA presently recognizes 31 pedi-
greed breeds of cats (Table 1). Four addi-
tional breeds have been accepted by CFA for
registration. Divigsions have been created
within 2 of the breeds, Persian and Burm-
ese. Among the almost 60,000,000 cats in
homes in the United States, it has been esti-
mated that less than 10% are pedigreed.
The popularity of the various breeds, as de-
termined by breed registration figures, is
given in Table 2. Almost two-thirds of pedi-
greed cats registered by CFA in 1988 and
1989 are of the Persian breed.

Philosophy of Breeding

One of the prime reasons for the continu-
ing growth of the cat fancy is the competi-
tive and social contact of a variety of differ-
ent people bound together by their interest
in cats. Cat shows are the focus of this con-
tact, and allow breeders to assess their
breeding programs and promote the various
breeds to the public. Mixed-breed “house-
hold pets” are also included for competition
in their own class. Cat shows serve as a
major means to educate the public about
cats in general and to elevate the status of
cats in society.

Most people who breed cats are idealists
who work hard to produce large litters of
beautiful kittens, anticipating all to be ex-
cellent, desirable examples of their breed.
Hardy, healthy kittens and cats with good
maternal abilities are taken for granted by
novices. Breeding cats is challenging, and
those who stay involved over a long period
find they need some knowledge of veteri-
nary medicine and genetic principle; hence
the need for books on feline husbandry.

People who breed cats believe they bene-
fit society in several ways. There is great
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Table 1. Breeds recognized by CFA for championship
competition, 1990.

Abyssinian Korat

American Shorthair Maine Coon
American Wirehair Manx

Balinese Ocicat

Birman Oriental Shorthair
Bombay Persian

British Shorthair Solid Division

Burmese Shaded Division
Sable Division Smoke Division
Dilute Division Tabby Division

Chartreux Parti-Color Division
Colorpoint Shorthair Bi-Color Dvision
Cornish Rex Himalayan Division
Cymric Russian Blue

Devon Rex Scottish Fold
Egyptian Mau Siamese

Exotic Shorthair Singapura

Havana Brown Somali

Japanese Bobtail Tonkinese

Javanese Turkish Angora

Breeds Accepted for Registration

American Curl Oriental Longhair
(Longhair and Shorthair ) Turkish Van
Norwegian Forest Cat

historic value for all of those breeds, which
would become extinct without the continu-
ing interest of a relatively small number of
people. Another factor is the tendency
throughout history for the public to want
both unusual as well as predictable appear-
ance and personality in cats. The desire for
something out of the ordinary is character-
istic of every culture as it becomes more af-
fluent. Some people are attracted to cats
with the “wild cat” look of an Abyssinian,
Somali, Ocicat or Egyptian Mau. Others
like the exquisite, racy style of a Cornish
Rex, the dependent and highly vocal Sia-
mese, or the placid sophistication of a Pers-
ian. To emphasize and maintain the visual
distinction among the various breeds, as
well as the associated temperament, are
constant goals of breeders.

Because the range in size among breeds
is relatively slight, breeders have manipu-
lated polygenes to emphasize subtle differ-
ences in coat texture, colors and patterns,
as well as body and head type, always bat-
tling the temptation to push them to the ex-
treme. The smallest of the breeds is the
Singapura, which weighs 4-7 lb, and among

the largest of breeds are the Maine Coons
and Ocicats, with males at 15-18 Ib.

The less than 10% of pedigreed cats esti-
mated to be in American households com-
pares to more than 50% of purebred dogs in
pet-owning households. Interest in pedi-
greed cats as pets appears to be rapidly in-
creasing throughout the world, and cat
breeders want to respond to this growing
demand without jeopardizing the vigor and
quality of their breeds. Breeders do not be-
lieve that their activities worsen the mixed-
breed cat overpopulation problem, because
if all recognized breeds were to disappear, it
would not only be a great loss but would not
begin to affect the circumstances created by
a lack of caring and knowledge on the part
of those who don’t place significant value
on cats.

In understanding the philosophy of cat
breeding, it is important to realize that
breeding is not based solely on genetics. A
cat is a combination of genes, but a breed is
a combination of qualities as determined by
breeders. Unlike the situation with animals
bred for food production, speed or other per-
formance, the whole purpose for maintain-
ing cat breeds is to increase their appeal by
enhancing distinction in appearance and
personality. The science of genetics is used
to help in breed classification and to ensure
that cats will breed true to given expecta-
tion; however, many breeding decisions and
classifications are arbitrary and inconsis-
tent. If breeders were only concerned with
producing strong, healthy, beautiful cats,
then mixed-breeds would suffice. Without
the desire and effort to achieve distinct
breed identity, the cat fancy would not
exist.

Producing homozygous animals of the
most uniform appearance and personality
should not be the goal of cat breeders, as
this can reduce resistance to disease. Some
variety within the scope of breed standards
is necessary to keep the breeds healthy. For-
tunately, in most breeds there is strong de-
mand from the public for pet kittens that
may vary somewhat from the ideal stan-
dard. Ethical breeders always sell these
with written agreements stipulating that
these pet quality animals will be altered and
not used for breeding.
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Table 2. Numbers of the various breeds registered with the Cat Fanciers’ Association in the United States, 1988 and

1989.
Breed Name Male Female
Persian
Traditional 9,485 14,148
Pointed Pattern 8,885 12,636
Colorpoint Carrier 4,659 7,034
Total Persian
Siamese 1,544 2,199
Abyssinian 1,158 1,511
Maine Coon 1,144 1,305
Burmese 468 738
Oriental Shorthair 521 658
Exotic Shorthair 417 707
American Shorthair 492 612
Scottish Fold 421 562
Birman 372 546
Colorpoint Shorthair 318 465
Ocicat 321 401
Cornish Rex 316 390
Manx 220 332
Tonkinese 223 326
Balinese 211 286
Russian Blue 216 276
Somali 225 254
Devon Rex 137 173
British Shorthair 133 155
Japanese Bobtail 76 150
Javanese 70 121
Egyptian Mau 89 96
Norwegian Forest Cat 58 76
Chartreux 57 62
Bombay 52 62
Turkish Angora 49 55
Korat 47 51
Havana Brown 45 42
Singapura 28 36
American Curl 34 26
Cymric 23 34
Turkish Van 243 33
American Wirehair 24 33
Oriental Longhair 5 9
Total Cats Registered 32,558 46,587

1989 Total 1988 Total

23,633
21,521
11,693

56,847 53,121

3,743 3,710

2,669 2,387

2,449 2,001

1,206 1,080

1179 1,054

1,124 950

1,104 1,002

983 844

918 731

783 715

722 519

706 660

552 569

549 399

497 484

492 472

479 444

310 239

288 275

226 188

191 191

185 180

134 185

119 87

114 83

104 151

98 124

87 102

64 59

60 47

57 39

57 63

57 63

14 86

79,145 73,254

In recent years breeders have become in-
creasingly concerned about the detrimental
effects of selective breeding on the health of
pedigreed cats, as well as the difficulty in
finding outcrosses within the breeds with-
out common ancestry. Problems occasion-
ally surface, and sometimes they are not
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recognized until they are widespread and it
is almost impossible to rectify the situation.

When problems arise from intensively
breeding certain bloodlines, breeders have
several options. They may consider out-
crossing to imported cats or cats from other
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associations of the same breed, using an-
other breed, or requesting that CFA allow
use of cats of unknown parentage, either
from the country of origin or through use of
mixed-breed cats. In February, 1989, the
CFA Board of Directors ruled to allow Jap-
anese Bobtail breeders to register bobtailed
cats of unknown parentage from Japan.
Undoubtedly this will set a precedent.

In some instances, enlarging the gene
pool helps solve problems of general health,
and replaces cats lost to defects that cause
death or have been culled from breeding be-
cause they carry defects. However, out-
crossing, in itself, does not solve specific ge-
netic health problems if they are caused by
a recessive gene or by a dominant gene with
incomplete penetrance or other complicat-
ing factors, such as polygenic heredity. Out-
crossing can actually spread a lethal or
harmful genetic factor that may remain un-
detected for several generations. With inevi-
table linebreeding to recapture the lost
phenotype, the harmful genes eventually re-
appear. Outcrossing would have to be con-
tinuous to be effective. As soon as carrier
cats appear on both sides of the pedigree,
there is a chance of recurrence.

Some fanciers have begun to use test
breedings to establish “clear” cats, which
can then be used in outcross matings to
bring new genes into the breed. Methods for
test breeding have been established by Roy
Robinson in the book, Genetics for Cat
Breeders.27 Test breeding, however, is often
highly impractical for a breeder. Rigorous
selection, requiring removal of not only af-
fected cats but both parents producing a lit-
ter with one affected kitten, is still the most
successful solution for breeding problems at
this time.

Another alternative is being explored.
Through the use of molecular biology in
pilot studies funded by the Robert H. Winn
Foundation (established by CFA to provide
funds for feline health studies), scientists
are using DNA hybridization patterns to
identify undesirable genes in cats. In the fu-
ture it may be possible to diagnose genetic
weaknesses through a simple blood test be-
fore cats are bred. Kittens or cats appearing
normal but carrying genes for health de-
fects could be sold as pets and thus elimi-
nated from breeding programs.

Chapter 2 contains a detailed discussion
on feline genetics.

Cat Breeds

British Shorthair

The British attitude toward cats in the
1800s was that they were primarily skillful
ratters. This view began to change around
the time of the first important cat show, the
Crystal Palace Exhibition of 1871 in Lon-
don. The British Shorthair was prominently
represented at this show, which was organ-
ized by Harrison Weir, a well-known
painter and illustrator.

Weir was also the author of the first com-
prehensive book on cats, Our Cats and All
About Them, published in Britain in 1889.
The book included general information
about cat care and breed standards, and the
British Shorthair was prominently featured.
At the same time, English children were
being exposed to the delightful mischievous
antics of the cats drawn by Louis Wain,
who, for 60 years from 1880 to the begin-
ning of World War II, illustrated domestic
cats and rare breeds in hundreds of books,
magazines and newspapers. Wain’s cats
were depicted fondly as close family com-
panions that did much to popularize them
as esteemed pets with unique beauty and
character. By the end of the 19th century in
England, cats had evolved into a highly
fashionable status symbol, and British
Shorthairs were very much respected.

The early British Shorthairs were the re-
sult of free breeding among feral stock and
therefore varied in appearance. In the late
1800s, breeders gradually began selecting
cats that most clearly displayed the type
they most desired. The body of a fine British
Shorthair reflects the hardiness and power-
ful build needed by a working cat that has
survived through self- reliance. Today’s
standard describes a medium to large cat.
The body is compact, with good depth and a
full broad chest, short to medium strong
legs, and rounded paws (Fig 1).

The British Shorthair head is the first
noticeable difference between this and other
breeds derived from domestic shorthairs.
The head is round and massive, with very
wide-set rounded ears and large round eyes.
The profile has a gentle dip to the nose and
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the muzzle is distinctive because of large
round whisker pads, all giving a soft appeal-
ing expression to the face. Eye color is a
stunning deep gold or copper, except in the
whites, which may also have blue eyes or
odd eyes (one blue and one gold).

After World War I1, all of the breeds suf-
fered and the British Shorthairs were al-
most extinct. The few left were bred to cats
of more foreign type, and later breeders had
to work hard to restore the breed. Persian
outcrosses were used to recapture the mas-
sive bone and stocky body type. This how-
ever, produced a different coat texture,
which was often soft, and fluffy and some-
times too long. The original British Shorth-
air coat was short, dense and resilient, with
a “crisp” firmness rather than a soft feel.
Because today a long or fluffy coat is cause
for disqualification, much work has been
concentrated on preserving the original
coat. In the early days, the most popular
colors were the solids, especially blue; how-
ever, today, cats of many colors and pat-
terns are bred.

Interest in the breed grew slowly in
America during the 1960s and 1970s.
American associations resisted recognition
of the British Shorthair because of the Pers-
ian blood in their background. It was
thought that there was a genetic similarity
to the American hybrid breed, the Exotic
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Shorthair, which is a cross between the
American Shorthair and Persian. The Brit-
ish Shorthairs finally achieved CFA Cham-
pionship status in 1980.

The temperament of these cats is often
compared to that of their ancestral English
owners: dignified and reserved. British
Shorthairs are gentle and not disturbed by
noisy household activity. They enjoy atten-
tion but are not pushy. In contrast to their
imposing appearance, their tiny voices can
hardly be heard. They are generally hardy
and easy to groom.

Scottish Fold

The story of the Scottish Fold breed be-
gins in the rugged Perthshire region of
Scotland in 1961. William Ross, a shepherd,
happened to notice an unusual pure white
cat with forward-folded ears on a neighbor’s
farm. He and his wife, Mary, were intrigued
and were told that the mother had normal
ears and the father was unknown. They
were promised a kitten from this cat,
named Susie, if she ever produced another
with folded ears. The following year Snooks,
who was white like her mother, was born
with folded ears, and the Rosses began to
develop this unique breed that evolved from
a spontaneous natural mutation. It was
later discovered that the gene responsible is
a simple dominant one, and all registered

Figure 1. A female British Short-
hair. (Photograph by Jane
Howard)
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Scottish Folds today trace their heritage to
Susie and Snooks.

Snooks was bred to local farm cats and
British Shorthairs in Scotland to produce
the foundation stock. Photographs of these
early cats indicate that the body, head and
coat qualities, characteristics of modern
Folds, were firmly established from the be-
ginning. The sturdy, well-padded, moderate
body, short neck, round and full-cheeked
head, and extremely dense and resilient
short coat all helped these cats withstand
the harsh Scottish climate and the condition
that were part of their lives as working
farm cats.

By 1966 the Ross’s cats were registered
with the British GCCF (Governing Council
of the Cat Fancy). Dr. Niel Todd, a New
England geneticist and a founder of the
Carnivore Genetics Research Center in
Massachusetts, became interested in the
breed and brought 3 Folds to America in
1970. Though several litters were born
through Dr. Todd’s efforts, it was not until
Salle Wolf Peters acquired Hester, one of
the original 3 imports, as well as a daughter
of Snooks, that the first Scottish Fold was
registered in America in 1972. By 1973
Folds were accepted for experimental regis-
tration by all of the American associations.
CFA Championship status followed in 1978.

The early breedings of Folds in America
were to the various breeds then available:
American Shorthairs, Persians, Exotic
Shorthairs and mixed-breeds. This outcross-
ing created hybrid vigor and helped main-
tain the breed’s sweet easy-going tempera-
ment. Outcrossing to American Shorthairs
and British Shorthairs is still allowed by
CFA. Despite the efforts to maintain a large
gene pool, for many years, the breed has
been besieged with denouncements of de-
fects related to the folded-ear mutation.

In 1974 the breed was banned in En-
gland by the GCCF. The official reason
given was that there were problems of ear
mite infestation and that many Folds were
born deaf. Americans rejected this decision,
arguing that cattery conditions were re-
sponsible for ear mites and not folded ears.
Because most of the Ross’s early stock was
white, the Americans believed the inci-
dences of deafness were connected to the
genetics of blue-eyed whites, which some-

times cause kittens to be born deaf in both
pedigreed and mixed-breed litters. As
Americans continued to breed Folds in
many other colors, the “deafness problem”
was greatly reduced.

The most serious problem seemingly in-
herent in the breed actually was that of
skeletal abnormalities. To increase the per-
centage of folded-eared kittens, breeders
often crossed folded-eared cats. The resul-
tant skeletal abnormalities were described
as osteodystrophy by Dr. Oliphant F. Jack-
son, a British geneticist. When in the later
1960s the Rosses presented several of their
cats to Dr. Jackson at the Royal Free Hospi-
tal Medical School in London, he began
breeding Folds. His studies led to isolation
of the mutated gene responsible for folded
ears and a great deal of information about
the effects of this condition. He wrote, “The
skeletally affected cats have not only short,
thick inflexible tails but gross deformity of
the limb extremities.” When he bred Fold to
Fold, 1 of 3 folded-eared kittens developed
lesions, even if neither parent showed evi-
dence of the deformity. When a folded-eared
cat with lesions was bred to a straight-eared
cat, none of the folded-eared kittens had le-
sions.

Dr. Jackson’s report was published in the
Bulletin of the Feline Advisory Bureau in
1975. Though his work demonstrated that
osteodystrophy could be avoided by not
breeding Fold to Fold, breeding stopped in
England. Breeders in America tested
Jackson’s findings and discovered the same
results. The first sign of the problem in a
Fold is a tail that is overly thick at its base,
foreshortened and inflexible due to abnor-
mally thick coccygeal vertebrae. This is
cause for disqualification in the show ring
by a CFA judge. Though some kittens show
no radiographic (x-ray) signs of defects
when they are young, problems become evi-
dent with age. Some breeders still question
whether Jackson’s findings may have been
the result of early close inbreeding and hope
that in the future, after years of constant
outcrossing, it may be eventually possible to
safely breed folded ear to folded-ear cats.

Currently, conscientious breeding prac-
tice requires keeping straight-eared Folds
as well as several cats of the allowable out-
cross breeds to produce cats free of os-
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teodystrophy. Though the breed is most dis-
tinguished by their tightly folded ears, other
characteristics add toc their special look.
Large round eyes, a gentle nose curve,
prominent cheeks and whisker pads all con-
tribute to the sweet expression of surprise
that is typical of the Scottish Fold face. Me-
dium sized with a well-padded, rounded
body, these cats give the impression of soft-
ness and cuddly appeal (Fig 2). With a
sweet natured, quiet and friendly personal-
ity, they are as “laid back” as their early
British domestic ancestors.

Manx

The origin of the Manx is surrounded by
legend and mystery. Tailless ancestors lived
on the Isle of Man in the Irish Sea off the
west coast of England for many centuries.
The best-known legend dates back to 1588,
when one of the ships in the Spanish Ar-
mada was wrecked near the Isle of Man,
and several tailless cats are said to have
swum ashore and lived to perpetuate the
breed. It was also speculated for many years
that Manx cats evolved from the short-
tailed and tailless cats taken from Japan to
England by Phoenician traders in ancient
times. Now it is known that, genetically, the
bobtailed cats from the Orient and the
Manx cats were entirely different.

Genetics experts today believe that the
Manx is a result of a spontaneous mutation
and that a dominant gene, along with modi-
fying polygenes, is responsible for variable
tail length. Records on the Isle of Man de-
scribe the cat as a mutation originating
from resident domestic cats.

The various tail types are generally clas-
sified in 4 groups. The show-quality Manx is
“rumpy,” with no complete sacral verte-
brae. The rump is completely rounded and
there is a hollow at the base of the spine.
Some associations, including CFA, allow the
“rumpy-riser” without penalty as long as
only a few flexible sacral vertebrae are pres-
ent and the rump appears rounded. A
“riser” with fixed vertebrae fused in a verti-
cal position, so “it stops the judge’s hand,”
as described in the CFA standard, is penal-
ized.

A “stumpy” has a short tail, sometimes
with curved or kinked coccygeal vertebrae.
A “longy” is a tailed Manx with a normal-
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Figure 2. The Scottish Fold. (Photograph by Jane
Howard)

appearing tail. The stumpy and longy
Manx, along with the genetically normal-
tailed offspring, are valuable as breeding
cats. Many Manx breeders think it is desir-
able to dock the tails of “longy” kittens
shortly after birth to increase their accept-
ability as Manx pets to be altered and not
shown.

It is surprising that the Manx, though
one of the oldest known breeds, is still con-
sidered among the most difficult to breed.
The primary characteristic, taillessness, has
long been thought to be the result of the ge-
netic defect that can cause associated
weaknesses affecting the whole spinal col-
umn. This notion has been challenged in the
last few years by American breeders who
have greatly decreased incidences of weak-
ness through careful use of sound cats.

Another factor in the breed is the lethal
nature of the Manx gene. Homozygous kit-
tens, inheriting the gene from both parents,
die in the womb, thus reducing the breed’s
average litter size. However, because the
Manx breed has few reproductive problems,
the average litter size, according to CFA lit-
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ter application birth statistics for 1989, is
higher than that of 6 other breeds and has
increased since 1979.

Despite some drawbacks, the Manx has
continued to thrive as a favored pet
throughout the world since the earliest days
of the cat fancy. A Manx club existed in En-
gland in 1901, and Manx were among the
first cats registered in Europe. They arrived
in America during the 1930s. A loyal group
of followers and dedicated breeders remains
determined to overcome any problems that
may be inherent to the breed.

Taillessness is by no means the only
quality to distinguish the Manx. The Manx
is stout, of medium size and solidly muscled,
with sturdy bone structure (Fig 3). Rounded
shoulders, hindquarters and head describe
the overall impression of these cats. Promi-
nent cheeks and jowls, a well-developed
muzzle with large round whisker pads, full
round eyes and widely spaced medium-sized
ears characterize the head, which is slightly
longer than broad and sits on a short thick
neck. The line from shoulders to rump
should be a short smooth continuous arch.
Broad chest development causes the fore-
legs to be set well apart.

Because the hind legs are relatively long,
the rump is considerably higher than the
shoulders. Muscular thighs and a deeper
flank than that of any other breed add to

the impression of great substance. The
short dense coat also has a unique double
texture, with a noticeable cottony undercoat
and hard, glossy, open guard hairs. Almost
all coat colors and patterns are allowed in
the Manx except for those showing hybrid-
ization with the Siamese gene.

The Manx breed has maintained its pop-
ularity not only through its appearance but
also because of a lively owner-oriented per-
sonality. Their reputation for being intelli-
gent, clownish, affectionate and devoted
companions helps ensure the strong, loyal
following enjoyed by this breed.

Cymric

At one time, Manx were bred with Brit-
ish Shorthairs and American Shorthairs,
when the stock from the Isle of Man became
scarce; outcrossing is still practiced in En-
gland. In the late 1960s in North America,
long-haired kittens began to appear, reflect-
ing the recessive gene inherited from the
tailed outcrosses. Longhaired and short-
haired cats were commingled on the Isle of
Man and by the Isle of Man government
cattery. A group of enthusiasts began to de-
velop this variety and the long-haired Manx
is now called a Cymric. These cats attained
their “provisional” status as a separate
breed in CFA and are also recognized by
several other associations. Full Champion-

Figure 3. The Manx. (Photo-
graph by Jane Howard
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ship status was approved for the Cymric in
1989.

The standard is almost identical to that
of the Manx, except for the coat, which is of
medium length. The distinguishing look of
the Cymric is accentuated by a coat grad-
ually lengthening from the shoulders to the
rump, with hair on the breeches, abdomen
and neck ruff longer than on the trunk (Fig
4). The neck ruff is bib-like around the
chest, and toe tufts and ear tufts are de-
sirable. Cymrics appear to be Manx in full
costume.

American Shorthair

The first domestic cats in North America
arrived with the pilgrims from Europe. Do-
mestic shorthairs are said to have been on
board the Mayflower in 1620. It may be as-
sumed that these ship cats would have been
chosen for their skill in hunting as well as
their hardiness and easy-going tempera-
ment. These cats intermated for genera-
tions in the New World, and their progeny
gradually moved across the country with
the pioneers, being used to control the ro-
dent population in colonial settlements and
as companions. The harsh weather, particu-
larly in northern New England, favored
strong healthy animals able to survive in
the most severe conditions.

American domestic cats were free roam-
ing and free breeding but remained of con-
sistent appearance until the late 19th cen-
tury, when the more exotic imports began
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to come into the country. Originally the
breed was known as the “Shorthair.” The
first shorthaired cat to be registered by CFA
was actually an imported British Shorthair,
a red tabby male sent in 1900 to Mrs. Jane
Cathcart. Mrs. Cathcart was a cat lover
who promoted the Shorthair breed in the
early 20th century. Later a silver tabby
male was imported from England. In 1904
Mrs. Cathcart registered the first Ameri-
can-born Shorthair, “Buster Brown,” a
male smoke of unknown domestic parent-
age.

Though for many years domestic short-
haired cats were taken for granted and ne-
glected in the show ring, several dedicated
breeders worked to develop a variety of col-
ors and perfect the tabby patterns while
maintaining the hardy, muscular structure
of the early “native” cats. By the late 1950s
there were 50 Domestic Shorthairs, as they
were then called, in the CFA Stud Book.
Gradually breeders became anxious to dis-
tinguish their pedigreed cats from mixed-
breed cats, who generally no longer dis-
played the original large-boned body
conformation. The breed was renamed the
American Shorthair in 1966.

The CFA show standard strongly empha-
sizes the character of the early true “work-
ing cat,” with “no part of the anatomy so
exaggerated as to foster weakness” and
“conformation indicating power, endurance
and agility.” The coat should be thick, even
and of hard texture, “dense enough to pro-

Figure 4. The Cymric.
(Photograph by Richard
Katris)
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tect from moisture, cold and superficial skin
injuries.” The American Shorthair head is
large, with jaws “strong and long enough to
successfully grasp prey.”

Today’s American Shorthairs have
achieved the highest national awards in
show competition. They reflect the athletic
power, good health, intelligence and disposi-
tion of their ancestors, while displaying the
rich color and refined pattern derived from
selective breeding. The high contrast of
dense black classic tabby markings on pale
silver or the deep red tone of a red tabby
American Shorthair coat is unknown in
mixed-breed cats. Brilliant gold eye color
and coppery brown ground color with strik-
ing black markings give the brown classic
tabby American Shorthair a special dra-
matic presence (Fig 5). Over 30 solid colors
and patterns, including shaded, smoke, cal-
ico and tortoiseshell, are recognized in this
breed, which continues to gain popularity
with exhibitors and the public.

The personality of an American Short-
hair is best described as “laid back.” These
cats are usually not demanding, have soft
voices and tolerate handling from gentle
youngsters. They get along with other ani-
mals as long as the number is small, and fit
comfortably and quietly into a busy house-
hold. An American Shorthair tends to be
suspicious of the unknown, careful before
jumping, and testing before trying, charac-
teristics that probably originated from their
need to survive.

Maine Coon Cat

Along with the American Shorthair, the
Maine Coon Cat is one of the oldest breeds
of North America, and was also considered
a “working cat.” These semi-long-haired
cats were first recognized in the American
state of Maine and were referred to as
“shag cats.” Many charming tales relate the
origin of Maine Coons. The best known
claims they resulted from the matings of
the semi-wild cats to raccoons. The appear-
ance of the earliest cats, dark gray-brown
tabby with long bushy tails, led to this belief
and the breed’s name.

Some breeders today believe that the
breed originated from crosses of early long-
haired Angoras, brought to America by En-
glish seamen. These cats are said to have

Figure 5. The American Shorthair. (Photograph by Jane
Howard)

mated with short-haired domestic cats al-
ready in New England. Considering how
unlikely it would be for long-haired cats,
which require periodic grooming, to be se-
lected for sea journeys, the recessive long-
hair gene more likely was carried by some
of the original short-haired cats accompany-
ing European settlers to America. The few
long-haired cats resulting from matings of
these cats may have had the best chance for
survival in the harsh winter climate of
Maine and eastern Canada. With nature se-
lecting the strongest, the cats eventually
evolved into an exclusively long-haired
breed. These hardy, handsome and large
cats were undoubtedly adept at controlling
mouse populations on farms and valued for
their amiable disposition, which remains
today.

Natives of Maine were proud of their big,
beautiful cats and kept records and pedi-
gree information for many years. The first
Maine Coon mentioned in cat literature, in
1861, was known as Captain Jenks of the
Horse Marines.

Maine Coons were often exhibited at
early cat shows; a neutered brown tabby
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male named “Gosie” won Best Cat at the
1895 Madison Square Garden show. Their
popularity as show cats declined, however,
by the end of the 19th century, when the
fashionable Persians were introduced to
North America from England.

Nevertheless, Maine Coon cats remained
highly regarded as household pets. Because
of the persistent dedication of a few cat fan-
ciers, the breed once again achieved show
recognition and appreciation in the late
1960s. With Championship status finally al-
lowed by CFA in 1976, their admirers
greatly increased throughout America and
have now extended to Europe. Today Maine
Coon classes in shows are large, and these
cats once again place high in the finals.

The show standard reflects the breed’s
early background, and calls for a solid, rug-
ged cat of medium to large size and a dis-
tinctly characteristic shaggy long coat (Fig
6). Though there is a myth depicting 37-1b
Maine Coons, males are usually not more
than 15 lb and females 12 1b. They tend to
appear larger than other breeds because of
their heavy coat texture and prominent
long bushy tail.

Their body is long, muscular, broad
chested and substantially boned. A fine
Maine Coon head is medium long, with a
squareness to the muzzle and high cheek
bones emphasizing huge expressive eyes,
along with large high-set, well-tufted
pointed ears. Though tabby patterns are
most common, Maine Coons come in a great
variety of colors and patterns acceptable for
show, including bi-color, smoke, shaded,
tortoiseshell and solid.

Maine Coon cats are confident and easy
going, and adapt equally well to a family en-
vironment or showhall situation. Often said
to be “dog like,” Maine Coons are outgoing
and sociable companions.

American Wirehair

Another breed considered of “Yankee”
origin is the American Wirehair. The first
known mutation in the United States was
recognized in 1966 when a litter of kittens
was born on a farm in Vernon, New York.
One kitten in the litter was a wiry-coated
orange and white male. The owner con-
tacted a local cat breeder, who acquired this
kitten, later named Council Rock Farm
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Figure 6. The Maine Coon Cat. (Photograph by Jane
Howard)

Adam of Hi-Fi, and a normal-coated female
littermate.

In conjunction with other breeders, a
program was established to determine the
pattern of inheritance for this unusual coat.
Hair samples were sent to A.G. Searle and
Roy Robinson in England, who confirmed
that not only were the guard hairs bent in a
hook-like way, but that the thickness of the
hair shafts differed from that of all other
cats.23 It was determined that there was no
connection with Rex cat coat mutations and
that the coat contained all 3 hair types of
normal cats (down hairs, awn hairs, guard
hairs). The oddity represented a true spon-
taneous mutation.

Adam was first bred to his littermate sis-
ter, producing 2 Wirehair females and 2
normal-coated kittens. When one of the
Wirehair females, “Hi-Fi Amy of Katzen-
reich,” was mated to her father (Adam),
they produced the first homozygous Wire-
hair cat in 1969. Adam was also mated to
an unrelated white domestic shorthair, pro-
ducing 3 Wirehair kittens and one normal-
coated kitten. This indicated that the gene
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responsible was autosomal dominant rather
than recessive.

With more breedings, the pattern of
dominance continued; however, a great deal
of variance became apparent in coat texture
and length. Some coats were sparse, hard
and tightly crimped. Others were thick and
more protective, while retaining the wiri-
ness. Breeders are still working today on
standardizing the coat, which, according to
the CFA standard, should be “very dense,
resilient, crimped, and coarse.” The effect is
bouncy and delightful to touch. Even the
whiskers and eyebrows are crimped. Long
or fluffy fur is penalized.

The breed was granted Championship
status by CFA in 1978 and is still rare in
the United States. The unusual appearance
of these cats has begun to attract attention
from cat lovers throughout the world; ex-
amples are now found in Canada and Eu-
rope. Though Adam and Amy were of slim,
agile conformation, with very tall ears, long
legs and a long tail,22 the CFA standard
calls for a body type closer to that of the
American Shorthair.

The body structure should be of medium
proportion, with a well-rounded torso and
legs of medium bone and length (Fig 7). The
head shape, however, with prominent cheek
bones and a slight whisker break, is closer
to the original mutated cats. Wirehairs may

be of almost any color or pattern, except Si-
amese pattern and coloring. The American
Shorthair may be used as an outcross.

The American Wirehair’s personality is
similar to that of the American Shorthair,
but owners believe Wirehairs are a little
more welcoming toward strangers. They are
happy, gentle and loving.

American Curl Longhair,
American Curl Shorthair

The most recent spontaneous mutation
to be recognized in domestic cats is the
curled ear. Grace and Joe Ruga, living in
southern California, noticed the ears curv-
ing up and backward on a cat that arrived
at their home in 1981. This black long-
haired female, named “Shulamith,” became
the founding cat of the American Curl breed
when, in her first litter and others to follow,
she produced kittens with the same curved
ears. Shulamith and her curl-eared off-
spring were mated to both long-haired and
short-haired cats, and it was soon con-
firmed that the mutant was the result of a
simple dominant gene. Crossing homozyg-
ous curled-eared cats, produced all curled-
eared kittens.

Dedicated breeders have been working to
develop a consistent appearance for both
the American Curl Longhair and American
Curl Shorthair. A written standard has de-

Figure 7. The American
Wirehair. (Photograph by
Jane Howard)
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fined the cat as well balanced and medium
sized, with a body slightly heavier than that
of the foreign or Oriental breeds. The long-
haired version should have a moderately
long coat of silky texture, with a minimal
undercoat, so it lays flat on the body. The
tail fur is full and plumed. Shorthaired
Curls have a short soft coat that lies flat but
is not tight and close to the body (Fig 8). All
colors and patterns are allowed, including
the Siamese pointed pattern.

Critical factors in achieving distinguish-
ing character for the breed relate to the fa-
cial expression and unique ear formation.
Much of the point allotment in the proposed
standard (52 pts), therefore, has been de-
voted to the head, ears and eyes.

The ears have firm cartilage from the
base to about one-third of the height. There
is a smooth curving arc toward the center of
the back of the skull. Breeders believe it is
important that the ears are wide at the base
and flexible for easy cleaning. An extreme
curl that causes the ear tip to touch the
back of the ear or head, giving the appear-
ance of no ear at all, is cause for disqualifi-
cation.

The head is a modified wedge, with gen-
tle contours and large expressive eyes. Any
nonpedigreed domestic cat conforming to
the standard description may be bred to a
cat tracing its pedigree to Shulamith to be
registered as an American Curl.

20

The breed has been accepted by several
American associations and may be exhibited
for Championship competition in The Inter-
national Cat Association (TICA). CFA al-
lowed registration of Curls in 1986 and the
breed is evaluated in the noncompetitive
Miscellaneous class. A wide genetic base has
provided a healthy foundation, with no skel-
etal defects connected to the ear formation
reported so far. Response from the general
public has been very favorable.

Cornish Rex

Though genetic mutations given the
term “rex” had occurred in other mammals,
the first such mutation was noticed in cats
on July 21, 1950. A tortoiseshell and white
domestic shorthair, named “Serena,” deliv-
ered 5 kittens on a farm in Bodmin Moor,
Cornwall, England. One cream male kitten
had a peculiar curly coat. “Kallibunker,” as
he was named by Mrs. Nina Ennismore,
Serena’s owner, became the foundation cat
of the Cornish Rex breed. Mrs. Ennismore
contacted the reknown British geneticist,
A.C. Jude, who advised her on how best to
attempt to develop these cats. Because of a
strong resemblance to a mutant breed of
rabbits commonly known as Astrex, the
name “rex” was decided upon.

In 1957, a Rex female, pregnant by her
Rex sire (out of Kallibunker and Serena),
was exported to California. Two rex-coated

Figure 8. The American
Curl. (Photograph by
Richard Katris)



d by several
be exhibited
n The Inter-
A). CFA al-
986 and the
icompetitive
etic base has
with no skel-
ir formation
the general

given the
'r mammals,
ticed in cats
1l and white
rena,” deliv-
xdmin Moor,
male kitten
ibunker,” as
Ennismore,
andation cat
. Ennismore
h geneticist,
how best to
Because of a
int breed of
Astrex, the

mant by her
ind Serena),
0 rex-coated

3. The American
Photograph by
Katris)

History of Domestic Cats and Cat Breeds

kittens out of this litter established the
breed in America. The male, “Marmaduke,”
was the first Cornish Rex registered in the
CFA. Because he was the only fertile Rex
male in America, he was bred first to a Sia-
mese and later to American Shorthair
stock, thus creating the large variety of col-
ors in the breed as it exists today.

At about the time the rex mutation oc-
curred in England, another rex-coated cat
was discovered by Dr. Rose Scheuer-Karpin
in Germany in August, 1951.28 A black
adult female with short wavy hair was seen
among the many feral cats of the Hufeland
Hospital grounds at Berlin-Buch. The an-
cestry of the cat, “Laemmchen,” was not
known; however, several nurses believed
she had been seen as early as 1947.

When Laemmchen was successfully
mated to one of her sons in 1957, she pro-
duced a litter with one normal-coated and 3
wavy-coated kittens. One was sent to Mr.
Jude in England, but unfortunately died
while in quarantine. The German cat fancy
showed no interest in the Rex kittens
Laemmchen continued to produce. In
America, however, several breeders were
anxious to obtain these curly cats after
press reports carried the news around the
world of the first Rex shown in public at the
Paris Cat Club exhibition in 1960. Two in-
dependent breeding experiments in Amer-
ica, mating Cornish Rex cats to German
Rex cats, eventually proved that the varie-
ties were the same mutation. Because of
their genetic compatibility, CFA recognizes
both strains as the same breed. The Cornish
Rex received CFA Championship status in
1964.

The normal feline coat consists of 3 types
of hair. Guard hairs, or the outercoat, pro-
vide a protective barrier to the elements.
The undercoat consists of awn hairs, which
are variable but thinner, as well as the
down or wool hairs, which are near the skin,
providing insulation. Coats of Cornish Rex
cats appear to be lacking all guard hairs.27
Any present are modified so as to be identi-
cal with the awn hairs. The soft undercoat
texture with its wavy growth pattern pro-
duces a distinct appearance and unique feel.
Any obvious guard hairs on a Cornish Rex
disqualify it in the show ring.

The marcel waved coat is not the only
unusual quality of the Cornish Rex breed.
These cats are the most gazelle-like of do-
mestic cats, being described as of “racy”
body type by the CFA standard and often
compared to Whippet dogs. Cornish Rex are
small to medium sized, and all contours are
curved and slender (Fig 9). Their bones are
fine and delicate, but the cats feel supris-
ingly heavy and muscular. When standing,
a Cornish Rex’s back is naturally arched,
exaggerating the very long slim legs. The
Cornish Rex head type is narrow, with a
double-curved profile consisting of a
rounded forehead and a Roman nose. Oval
eyes and large high-set ears add to the alert
and highly stylized appearance.

It is interesting that the autosomal reces-
sive mutation that created the coat changes
seems to have affected the body and head
type as well. Breeders have noticed that in
hybrid litters, rex-coated kittens look en-
tirely different from their domestic-looking
littermates. This was evident even with
Kallibunker, who was unlike his mother.!!
Though it is often said that the body tem-
perature of a Cornish Rex is normally
higher than that of other cats, this is not
the case. Nevertheless, these cats do feel
very warm to the touch. They tend to seek
out cozy places and are especially good lap
cats. Because they lack guard hairs, shed-
ding and dander are minimized, making the
breed sometimes acceptable to certain peo-
ple with allergic reactions to cats.

The temperament of the Cornish Rex is
active, talkative, inquisitive and highly af-
fectionate. They are social with people and
other animals, and considered by their de-
voted owners to have a keen sense of
humor.

Devon Rex

After the discovery of the Cornish Rex, a
number of other rex mutations were re-
ported in America. These were incorporated
into the Cornish breed, if compatible, or not
pursued. A completely different rex mutant,
however, was discovered in the county of
Devon, England, in 1960. Miss Beryl Cox
provided a home for a pregnant stray cat,
who presented her with a litter of kittens
containing one black kitten covered with
curls. The sire was assumed to be a curly-
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coated feral cat who was observed living in
a nearby abandoned tin mine.

Miss Cox read in the newspaper about
the Cornish Rex cats and eventually al-
lowed “Kirlee” to go to a breeder, Brian
Stirling-Webb. Everyone assumed this cat
would add a needed outcross to the breed.
However, after Kirlee was mated to 9 Corn-
ish Rex queens and produced 29 kittens, all
normal coated, it was acknowledged that a
new mutated gene had been discovered. Rex
gene II, as it was named, proved to be auto-
somal recessive, and further interbreeding
with the Cornish gene I was discontinued.!1

The Devon Rex was officially recognized
as a separate breed by the Governing Coun-
cil of the Cat Fancy in England in 1967.
Shortly after this time they were exported
to the United States and were soon ac-
cepted by several associations for registra-
tion and showing. CFA, however, remained
insistent that all wavy-coated cats were to
be considered Rex and would not distin-
guish between the 2 types. After years of
considerable pressure from dedicated Devon
Rex breeders, the breed was finally given
separate registration in 1979 and Champi-
onship status in 1983.

Unlike the Cornish Rex, the coat of the
Devon Rex has all 3 types of hair: guard,
awn and down. The guard hairs are modi-
fied and reduced, and the awn hairs are ir-
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Figure 9. The Cornish
Rex. (Photograph by Jane
Howard)

regular in thickness, all resulting in a soft,
fine and densely rippled coat texture. The
coat is not as close lying and uniform in
wave as that of the Cornish Rex. The re-
duced keratin (protein) in the hair, com-
bined with environmental, hormonal and
other factors, contributes to hair breakage
and bare patches, which are a problem in
establishing coat reliability in the breed.1!

The body and head of today’s Devon Rex
cats worldwide are remarkably close to
those of Kirlee, who had a distinct appear-
ance aside from his coat mutation. The
Devon head is described in the CFA stan-
dard as having an “elfin look” created by
large eyes, a short muzzle, prominent
cheekbones and huge low-set ears (Fig 10).
These striking ears are often accentuated
by ear-tip tufts and “earmuff” fur at the
base. The Devon body is moderate and mus-
cular, with medium-fine, long sturdy legs
and a long tapered tail.

This breed is one of the most charming,
with its irresistible impish face matched by
an alert devilish personality. They are
somewhat talkative but have quiet voices
and are very responsive to people. They
need a maximum of freedom within a home
to express their playfulness and love of
heights. They appeal to those who like an
avant garde appearance combined with out-
going friendliness.
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Egyptian Mau

“Mau” is the Egyptian word for cat. The
Egyptian Mau is not only one of the oldest
known breeds, but also is considered to be
the only naturally spotted breed. The spot-
ted pattern of the Egyptian Mau is geneti-
cally a version of tabby marking and is the
breed’s most distinguishing feature. Some
geneticists believe that domestic cats that
appear spotted are in fact mackerel tabbies
with broken, rather than continuous, verti-
cal lines. A mackerel tabby carrying the al-
lele for the recessive classic tabby pattern
may show a modified mackerel striping,
which is irregular and broken, sometimes to
such an extent that the cat becomes a
“spotted” tabby, such as those reported in
England in the early 1900s.

If this were the mechanism responsible
for the Egyptian Mau spotting, then breed-
ers would expect to see a predictable 25%
ratio of both mackerel- and classic tabby-
patterned offspring. Because this is not the
case, breeders believe it is more likely that
the Egyptian Mau spotting is a separate
mutated tabby pattern.

Though some Maus show .the broken
mackerel type of spotting, the proper pat-
tern is randomly arranged spots of varying
size and shape. The spots, whether small or
large, must be distinct. If they are aligned

at all, they tend to follow horizontal rows
running the length of the body. It is very
rare for Egyptian Maus to produce other
than spotted offspring, adding strong evi-
dence to the probability that Mau spotting
is recessive to the other tabby alleles.31

The ancient forerunner of this breed is
thought to be a domesticated spotted sub-
species of the African wild cat, Felis libyca
(ocreata), which was taken to Egypt from
the Ethiopian highlands. This was the con-
clusion of Morrison Scott of the British Mu-
seum after examination of mummified cats
from 600 BC to 200 BC.!7 Numerous sym-
bolic depictions of these cats clearly record
their ancient background and importance in
Egyptian mythology. One of the best
known, in the Papyrus by Hu-Nefer (1100
BCQ), is the spotted cat Ra, beheading the
serpent Apep, a symbol of the defeat of evil
by the forces of good. Maus are often shown
as working cats killing rats, mice and
snakes, as well as valued household pets. A
tomb painting found in Thebes, dating
around 1400 BC, shows a spotted cat acting
as a duck retriever for an Egyptian hunter.

From about 1580 BC, cats in Egypt be-
came firmly identified with the goddess
Bast. Their revered status as the focus of a
religious cult ensured their protection and
led to the practice of mummification after
death. As a result, scholars have been able

Figure 10. The Devon
Rex. (Photograph by Jane
Howard)
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to compare the modern Egyptian Mau with
the spotted cats of ancient Egypt.

Cats derived from breeding Siamese to
British Shorthairs in the late 1960s were
called Egyptian Maus in England; however,
these are now more correctly known as Ori-
ental Spotted Tabbies. In America, hybrid-
ization has not been considered an accept-
able practice. The breed was established
from 3 cats brought to the United States
from Italy by the Russian princess, Nathalie
Troubetskoy, in 1953.

Described in Marcel Reney’s Mes Amis
Les Chats (1940), Egyptian Maus had been
bred and shown before World War II by Eu-
ropeans who imported them from the Mid-
dle East. After the war, the exiled Princess
Troubetskoy rescued some of the remaining
Maus in Italy. Through her contacts among
the foreign ambassadors to Italy, she was
able to import several Egyptian Maus via
the Syrian Embassy so that she could re-
duce the amount of inbreeding necessary to
keep the breed pure. These Maus were reg-
istered with the Federation Feline Italienne
and were exhibited before her move to the
United States.!” One of the cats acquired
through the Syrian Embassy was named
“Baba of Fatima.” This silver female later
became the first American Champion of the
breed.

CFA Championship status was achieved
by the breed in 1977. There are 3 recog-
nized colors: silver, bronze and smoke. Con-
trast between the lighter ground color and
deeper markings is important to the dra-
matic effect. The eye color is a light “goose-
berry” green, and the coat is medium short,
with a silky, fine texture. The head and
muzzle are moderately long and the profile
gently contoured (Fig 11). The medium to
large ears are erect, and the large, almond-
shaped eyes are slanted slightly toward the
ears.

The Egyptian Mau body is medium sized
and graceful, with well-developed muscles.
The hind legs are proportionately longer
and there is a loose flap of skin extending
from the flank to the hind leg knee. This is
also a characteristic of wild cats and allows
for long strides when running.

Maus are reported to be especially loyal
and devoted to their owners, and adjust well
to other pets and children. They are consid-
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Figure 11. The Egyptian Mau. (Photograph by Jane
Howard)

ered moderately active, alert, friendly and
playful, with a quiet melodious voice.

Abyssinian

Though the Abyssinian is another of the
oldest known breeds, there continues to be
controversy concerning its history. Abys-
sinians resemble the ancient Egyptian cats,
portrayed in paintings and sculptures as
elegant animals with muscular bodies,
beautiful arched necks, large ears and al-
mond-shaped eyes. Abyssinians today still
retain a “jungle look” similar to that of
Felis libyca, the African wild cat ancestor of
all domestic cats.

The source of the name “Abyssinian” is
not because Ethiopia, formerly Abyssinia, is
thought to be the original home of the these
cats, but rather because the first “Abyssin-
ian” exhibited at a show in England was
said to have been imported from that coun-
try. The British book Cats, Their Points,
Ete, by Gordon Staples, published in 1874,
contains the first mention of an Abyssinian.
The book shows a colored lithograph of a
cat with a ticked coat and no tabby mark-
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ings on the paws, face or neck. The descrip-
tion reads, “Zula, the property of Mrs.
Captain Barrett-Lennard. This cat was
brought from Abyssinia at the conclusion of
the war. . . .” British troops left Abyssinia in
May, 1868, so this may be the time when
foreign cats with ticked coats first entered
England.

Unfortunately there are no written re-
cords tracing the early Abyssinians to these
imported cats, and many British breeders
believe the breed was actually created
through crossing of the various existing sil-
ver and brown tabbies with English ticked
cats called “bunny” cats.8

Recent studies by geneticists show that
the most convincing origins of the mutated
Abyssinian ticked tabby gene are along the

coasts bordering the Indian Ocean and

parts of southeast Asia. In fact, the earliest
identifiable Abyssinian is a taxidermy ex-
hibit in the Leiden Zoological Museum in
Holland. This ruddy ticked cat was pur-
chased around 1834-1836 from a supplier of
small wild cat exhibits and labeled by the
museum founder as “Patrie, domestica
India.” In addition to the color details, the
graceful body, slim leg bones and head type
are close to those of a modern Abyssinian.
Though the breed was refined in England,
its introduction to that country and others
may have been the result of colonists and
merchants stopping in Calcutta, the major
port for the Indian Ocean.33

Abyssinians were shown in early British
cat shows held at the Crystal Palace. The
first written standard appeared in 1889, de-
scribing the cats as “deep brown, ticked
with black, somewhat resembling the back
of a wild (only not so grey) rabbit.” The cur-
rent CFA standard calls for a deep orange
brown undercoat ticked with black, which
gives a burnt sienna overall coat color.

In the late 1880s, cross-breeding experi-
mentation by the British produced some sil-
ver or perhaps blue Abyssinians, judging by
such names as “Aluminum II” and “Salt,”
the first 2 exports to America in the early
1900s. One prominent breeder, H.C.
Brooke, was strongly opposed to the silver
coloring and used a deep red-brown cat
named Ras Brooke, hoping to bring back
the once preferred rufus tone. This cat may
have been responsible for introducing the

mutated light brown (b)) or cinnamon gene
into the breed. The gene is carried as a re-
cessive to the original ruddy color and pro-
duces the “red” Abyssinian, called “sorrel”
by some associations and “cinnamon” by
others. Red Abyssinians have chocolate
brown ticking and overall rich coppery-red
radiance.

World War I halted cat breeding in En-
gland and it was not until the late 1930s
that several top-quality ruddy Abyssinians
were exported to form the foundation of
today’s American breeding stock. At the end
of World War II there were only 12-15
Abyssinians left in England, and breeders
struggled to revive the breed. Since then the
popularity of Abyssinians throughout the
world has grown steadily. The first Ameri-
can-bred red Abyssinian kitten was born in
1952 out of 2 imported British ruddies. This
color was recognized by GCCF in England
in 1963. After a battle for acceptance, reds
received CFA Championship status in
1964.9

During the 1950s several breeders began
to register blue-ticked kittens occasionally
born in their Abyssinian litters. These re-
flected the genetic “dilute” factor that had
evidently been present in some bloodlines,
causing the black ticking of ruddy cats to
become slate blue on a warm beige ground
color. The same factor acting on the reds
produces the “fawn” Abyssinians with their
light cocoa brown ticking. By the late 1970s
these dilute-colored Abyssinians began to
capture the attention of breeders and the
public. In 1984 the blues achieved CFA
Championship status, and the fawns fol-
lowed with full show status in 1990. In En-
gland, Europe, Australia and New Zealand,
other colors are accepted.

An important factor in defining the
Abyssinian breed is a short, fine, silky,
dense and resilient coat showing even and
distinct ticking. Each hair shaft on the back
and sides is banded with alternating light
and dark color, creating an overall “wild
rabbit” effect. Though the ticked tabby pat-
tern normally includes striping and mark-
ings on the legs, tail and chest, these have
been eliminated on the Abyssinian breed
through many years of selective breeding.
Facial markings, however, are considered
desirable. The body is lithe and graceful,
with firm muscles (Fig 12). Abyssinians
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stand high on slim legs and display a char-
acteristic eagerness. The head is a modified
wedge, with gentle contours. Large brilliant
almond-shaped eyes and large alert ears
give the face a lively expressive look.

These cats are well known for their fast
graceful movement and playful intelligent
personalities. They are usually bold, sociable
with other animals and intensely curious.
Responsive and sensitive to people’s moods,
Abyssinians stay close to their owners and
want to be part of all household activity.
Their desire to participate and interact with
people allows many of them to accept train-
ing, learn to walk on a leash, and enjoy
travel and other adventures. Though highly
demonstrative in showing affection and
wanting attention, they are freedom loving
individuals and generally prefer not to be
overly restrained.

Somali

All Abyssinian pedigrees may be traced
back to cats of unknown ancestry in Brit-
ain. Considering the need to outcross after

Figure 12. The Abyssinian.
Howard)

(Photograph by Jane
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the World Wars, it is not surprising that
when the cats imported to North America
were linebred, the recessive gene for long
hair was expressed in some lines. “Raby
Chuffa of Selene,” a male who was sent to
the United States in 1953 and appears in
the pedigrees of many Abyssinians, is
thought to be an early important carrier of
the long hair gene.42

For years, long-haired kittens that occa-
sionally cropped up in litters were quietly
sold or kept as pets, never to be used for
breeding. The first to be recorded and bred
was owned by a Canadian. This male,
“May-Ling Tutseita of Dunedin,” in the
1960s began the oldest Canadian Somali
line. About the same time in the United
States, an Abyssinian breeder, Evelyn
Mague, using her cats carrying the long hair
gene, began serious work to develop these
cats as a separate breed. She also estab-
lished the name “Somali” for the breed, as-
sociating the Somalia area of Ethiopia,
which was formerly called Abyssinia. The
name emphasizes the breed’s derivation
from the established Abyssinian gene pool
rather than from purposeful hybridization
with another breed. In 1972 Mrs. Mague
founded the Somali Cat Club of America
with Canadian and American membership,
and the breed received CFA Championship
status in 1979.

Early British Abyssinians exported to
Europe, Australia and New Zealand also
produced occasional long-haired offspring.
Small groups of breeders in these areas
began to develop their own breeding pro-
grams. Despite the great distance separat-
ing the cats, their pedigrees may be traced
to the same English ancestors.

The CFA Somali standard is almost the

‘"same as that of the Abyssinian, with the ex-

ception of the coat. However, several subtle
differences distinguish the breed. Whereas
the Abyssinian is a medium-sized cat, the
Somali is medium sized to large. With its
full-coated body and long brush-like tail,
Somalis generally appear more substantial
(Fig 13). The medium-long coat feels ex-
tremely soft due to a fine double-coat tex-
ture. Often there are multiple broad bands
of ticking, giving a rich intensified color
tone. Such details as tufts on the ears, dark
color up the rear legs to the hock, and
strong facial markings add to the dramatic
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“wild” appearance of the breed. The coat
colors accepted for CFA Championship
competition are the same as in the Abyssin-
ian: ruddy, red, blue and fawn.

Like Abyssinians, Somalis have quiet
voices and lively, companionable personali-
ties. CFA allows breeding to Abyssinians
though the resulting short-haired kittens,
which look exactly like Abyssinians, must be
registered as Somalis. These “variants” are
often valuable in Somali breeding programs
and make beautiful pets. FIFe, in Europe
and elsewhere, allows the shorthaired vari-
ants to be shown as Abyssinians.

Singapura

The ticked tabby gene (T2) is dominant
to all other feline tabby patterns and is
prominent in feral and street cats through-
out southeast Asia. On the 225-square-mile
island of Singapore at the southern tip of
the Malay Peninsula, small cats with a
brown-ticked coat pattern and delicate col-
oring have been noticed since at least 1965.
These cats, with their large almond-shaped
eyes and distinct head and body type, are
unlike the typical deeper-colored ticked
street cats of the area, which often have
short twisted “bob” tails and usually display
the white spotting factor.

The characteristic dark brown ticking on
a warm old-ivory ground color of the Singa-
pura is thought to occur from the combina-
tion of 2 major genes native to southeast
Asia. The Abyssinian ticked tabby gene (T#)
is modified by the Burmese gene (cb), which
changes black ticking to deep brown and re-
sults in the soft warm coat coloring.

Tommy and Hal Meadow, breeders who
became interested in the cats while living in
Singapore, used 3 brown-ticked cats in 1975
to establish the breed. A fourth, obtained
from the Singapore SPCA, was imported in
1980 by another cat breeder and is in the
background of many American Singapuras.
The Meadows presented the Singapuras at
several cat shows and concentrated on a
breeding program to produce consistency in
color, pattern, health and disposition.

CFA accepted the Singapuras for regis-
tration in 1982. Though these cats are still
relatively rare, many breeders throughout
America are now devoted to their advance-

Figure 13. The Somali. (Photograph by Jane Howard)

ment. Full Championship status was
granted to the breed by CFA in 1988.

Fully grown Singapuras are the smallest
of the pedigreed breeds. Females weigh
about 4 1b and males about 6 Ib. Their body
is moderately stocky and muscular, with the
space outlined by the underside of the
trunk, legs and floor forming a square.
Heavily muscled legs taper to small short
oval paws. The head is rounded, with a defi-
nite whisker break and medium-short broad
muzzle. Large medium-set ears and bril-
liant wide-set large eyes, with unusual chee-
tah-like markings at the inner corners, give
a special facial expression to these cats (Fig
14). Because the Singapura coat is very
short and close lying, the ticking effect re-
sembles fine-grained sand. The cats show
some barring on the inner front legs and
back knee but should not display chest
markings.

Singapuras are curious, friendly, playful
and relatively quiet. Females usually have
small litters of 3 kittens. There is far
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greater demand for these cats and kittens
than those available.

Ocicat

The epitome of a wild cat for most people
would be a large, muscular, boldly spotted
cat. The Ocicat is a spotted beauty that re-
tains the gentle temperament of a domestic
cat.

“Tonga,” the first Ocicat born, was a sur-
prise to Virginia Daly, a well-known breeder
from Michigan. Through cross-breeding of
Abyssinians to Siamese, she had been at-
tempting to achieve a ticked tabby-pointed
Siamese. In 1964 a lovely male kitten was
born with golden spots on an ivory body.
Though Tonga was sold as a pet, subse-
quent breedings of the same parents pro-
duced other spotted cats that became a new
hybrid breed.

In 1966 the Ocicat was accepted for reg-
istration by CFA. In addition to Siamese
and Abyssinians as the foundation cats,
Ameican Shorthairs were added to achieve
color genes. It took 20 years to fully develop
the breed and to finally achieve CFA Cham-
pionship status in 1987. The breed has now
become popular with both cat fancy exhibi-
tors and the general public. Abyssinians are
acceptable for outcross breedings until
1995.

Ocicat males weigh 12-15 Ib and females
7-10 Ib. Their “jungle cat” appearance bears
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Figure 14. The Singapura.
(Photograph by Jane Howard)

no resemblance to any of the foundation
breeds. An athletic and powerful yet grace-
ful body with well-muscled legs, gives this
cat a commanding presence (Fig 15). The
coat is short, close lying and sleek, empha-
sizing the large, scattered, thumbprint-
shaped spots. The head is carried gracefully
on an arching neck and is a modified,
slightly curving wedge with a broad muzzle
and firm jaw. Ocicat eyes are large and al-
mond shaped, angling slightly upward to-
ward the ears, which are moderately large
and set neither too high nor too low.

In the preferred pattern, the spots sug-
gest the classic tabby pattern. The genetics
underlying this spotting remain a contro-
versial subject among experts. Based on
breeding experience, some breeders suspect
that a separate gene for spotting modifies a
pattern created by one mackerel tabby gene
and one classic tabby gene.35

Twelve colors are accepted in Ocicats:
tawny (or brown spotted), blue, chocolate,
cinnamon, fawn, lavender and the silver
versions of each of these. The sex-linked or-
ange gene is not allowed in the breed, as the
resulting tortoiseshell pattern would inter-
fere with the spotting pattern.

Ocicats are hardy, vigorous cats, full of
vitality and fun. They are highly sociable
with people, dogs and other cats. They are
nondemanding, adaptable, easy going and
confident, making them excellent family
companions.
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Russian Blue

Solid-blue short-haired cats with a “for-
eign” slender body type were present at
British cat shows as early as 1875. They
were said to have been taken to England by
sailors from the White Sea port of Archan-
gel in northern Russia, and were therefore
called Archangel cats.

In the well-known The Book of the Cat,
by Miss Frances Simpson (1903), the Rus-
sian cats at the turn of the century were de-
scribed by one of the earliest breeders, Mrs.
C. Carew Cox. She states that many of the
blue short-haired cats were actually of Rus-
sian origin. However, it is clear that the
cats featured in early breedings were non-
descript and lacked a common standard for
body and head type. Though many were
fairly long and elegant, others had a round
face and compact body.

Much attention was given to the coat,
which Mrs. Carew Cox said was to be “short
and close, glossy and silvery” but sometimes
is “rather wooly and furry.” From the few
photographs available, it is apparent that
these early cats had thick, dense fur similar
to the best of our modern Russian Blues. An
even shade of light silver-blue was also ap-
preciated then as it is today. The Russians
competed with the British cats in one class
at the shows, but reports indicate that the
more cobby British type usually won .39

Figure 15. The Ocicat.
(Photograph by Jane
Howard)

World War II brought an end to the origi-
nal breeding stock, and in 1945 efforts to
reestablish the breed necessitated cross-
breeding with Siamese. The 1952 standard
called for an “elongated, elegant body,
graceful lines, delicate bones and light type.
.. . The skull is flat and narrow, the fore-
head sloping. . . .” The thick double coat
seemed to have totally disappeared in the
1950s. Eventually in the late 1960s there
were serious efforts to breed away from the
Siamese type. According to reports in Brit-
ish publications, efforts were made to bring
back the thick plush coat.

Work to restore the idea of the original
Russian Blue cat was also underway in
Scandinavia in the late 1940s. Breeding
stock based on Russian Blues from Finland
and Denmark imported to Sweden was
combined with Siamese outcrosses. Russian
Blue breeding in America started with im-
ported British cats in 1947 and later cats
from Scandinavia. Many Russian Blue
breeders currently believe the British lines
are responsible for the beautiful light plush
coats of the Russians today, and that the
Scandinavian cats have contributed the
brilliant green eye color. Over the last 20
years, using occasional British and Scandi-
navian imports, the body and head types
have finally been stabilized in America. Be-
cause of variations in the standards, how-
ever, Russians still deviate in appearance
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around the world, including the allowance
of colors other than blue in Australia, New
Zealand and England.

CFA states that the head should be a
smooth, medium wedge, with a distinctive
flat-topped skull and straight nose profile
defined by a downward angle (Fig 16). The
body is lithe, graceful, firm and muscular
without being tubular in appearance. There
are many points in the standard for coat
and color, describing a fine, soft, plush and
dense double texture, with an even bright
blue color throughout. Lighter shades are
preferred and the guard hairs are silver
tipped, giving the cat a lustrous silvery
sheen.

Russians are gentle and slightly reserved
cats with a dignified manner. They have a
very quiet voice, are very affectionate with
their owners, and live happily with children
and other pets. They are moderately active,
well behaved and playful all of their lives.

Chartreux

For many years, little had been written
in the English language about the historic
blue short-haired cats that were common in
France and described in French literature
in the late 1500s. The name “Chat des
Chartreux” first appeared in the Dutch
Universal Dictionary of Commerce, Natural
History and the Arts and Trades, by
Savarry des Bruslon, 1723. Though their or-
igin was attributed to the Chartreux monks,
who were said to have had the first of the
breed, no records have survived the natural

calamities and political upheavals to posi-
tively confirm the breed’s ancestry.13 It is
assumed that the cats were kept and bred
by the monks (best known for their potent
green liqueur) to keep their monastery, La
Grande Chartreuse, located high in the
mountains near Grenoble, free of rats and
mice. John Jennings, in his book, Domestic
or Fancy Cats (1893), writes that the origi-
nal blue cats bred by the Chartreux monks
were longhaired.

The Chartreux cat has throughout his-
tory been admired by the French for its
sturdy and large structure and its powerful
hunting ability. The Dutch trade manual
also referred to the Chartreux cat’s use in
the fur industry. Chartreux pelts were
prized for their thick wooly texture similar
to that of an otter.14

By 1756 the Chartreux was listed among
the 4 recognized cat breeds in Natural His-
tory, by Comte de Buffon, along with the
Domestic, Spanish and Angora. There is no
doubt that this ancient breed was distinctly
removed from the European Domestic cat;
however, the first recorded selective breed-
ing of Chartreux began around 1930 on the
small island of Belle-Ill-sur-Mer in the At-
lantic off the northwestern coast of France,
where free-roaming ancestors of the
Chartreux were found on the grounds of the
Le Palais Hospital. Colonies of Chartreux
still exist in France today, where pure
Chartreux are differentiated from the hy-
brid mixtures of blue British Shorthairs and
Chartreux.

Figure 16. The Russian Biue.
(Photograph by Jane Howard)
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Helen and John Gamon of La Jolla, Cali-
fornia, were intrigued by the description of
the Chartreux in Fernand Mery’s book, The
Life, History and Magic of the Cat, pub-
lished in 1966. They went to France in 1970
to find cats of pure lines to import. These
formed most of the foundation breeding
stock for the American and Canadian
Chartreux we know today. Other imports
broadened the gene pool during the 1970s,
and CFA accepted the breed for registration
in 1979. Championship status was achieved
in 1987.

Breeders are dedicated to preserving the
Chartreux in its pure form, and the stan-
dard therefore emphasizes the historic qual-
ities of these unique cats. Accepted in the
blue color only, clarity and iridescent bril-
liance are important. The coat is dense and
water repellent, with a slightly wooly tex-
ture that allows it to “break” like sheep-
skin. Because the degree of wooliness de-
pends on age, sex and habitat, this is
difficult to achieve and is usually best exhib-
ited by mature males.

The Chartreux body and head types en-
sure that these cats will not be confused
with other blue cats. The breed’s husky, ro-
bust structure is referred to as “primitive.”
While the large male example is sometimes
described as a “walking fortress,” with
broad shoulders, deep chest, strong bones
and solid muscle mass, the female is ex-
pected to be of medium size. The breed is
slow to reach full maturity. All Chartreux
are extremely supple and agile, rather than
coarse or clumsy. Their legs are relatively
fine boned and appear almost dainty in
comparison to their body mass.

The head is noted for its round broad
shape, powerful jaw and full cheeks (Fig
17). The muzzle is comparatively more nar-
row than that of other breeds and is ta-
pered, with slight whisker pads. The eyes
are round and range in color from copper to
gold. The medium-sized ears are set fairly
high and erect. Chartreux have an excep-
tionally alert, sweet and “smiling” expres-
sion.

Often described as a “dog-like” cat, the
Chartreux has a loyal attitude toward its
owner and a nonaggressive, cautious de-
meanor with strangers. They give the im-
pression of great dignity and stability, and

Figure 17. The Chartreux. (Photograph by Jane Howard)

are well behaved and extremely quiet. In
fact, In fact, Chartreux are sometimes said
to have no voice at all. A legend explains
that they took vows of silence with the
monks, causing them to become mute.
Their faint chirping sounds are unlike that
of any other breed. Chartreux cats play with
seriousness, wanting to “kill” their toys,
and are considered to be comedians by their
owners. They maintain a “joie de vivre”
well into old age.

Tuarkish Angora

The recessive long hair gene is consid-
ered to be one of the 7 “ancient mutations”
in cats. Authorities agree that this most
likely took place in the Middle East. For
centuries Europeans referred to long-haired
cats as Angoras or Persians. There have
been suggestions that the Pallas’ cat, Felis
manul, a wild cat with a heavy body and a
thick long-haired coat, may have been the
ancestor of domestic long-haired cats. Most
zoologists, however, have rejected this the-
ory because of fundamental differences, and
consider mutation to be more likely.

The precise era and location within the
Middle East for the origin of the long hair
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gene are open to speculation. Long-haired
cats, however, from both Turkey and Persia
were first introduced to Europe by the end
of the 16th century and early 17th century.
Other early long-haired cats were imported
from Russia and Afghanistan. A print iden-
tifying an “Angora” cat was included in
Buffon’s Histoire Naturell, published in
1756, and illustrates a long-bodied graceful
cat with a full coat and long ruff around the
shoulders. By the late 1700s, sea traders
began bringing Turkish Angoras to America
from Europe and the Orient.

A letter written in May, 1856, by Lottin
de la Val, which is quoted in Fernand
Mery’s book, The Cat, reports his finding a
“beautiful feline species (the Angora) on the
great Armenian plateau at Erzerum.” He
noted that the Angora was the dominant
variety among the cats of Kurdistan, where
he had seen whites, grays and orange-spot-
ted cats. This isolated mountain region in
the eastern part of Turkey would have been
a logical place for these cats to multiply and
thrive because of the cold environment.

Differences in the Angora and Persian
long-haired varieties were gradually noticed
by the British at the time of the first Crystal
Palace Cat Show in 1871. The Persian, as
well as the Afghanistan longhairs, had coats
described as wooly, a larger head and
stronger body than the more rangy Ango-
ras. The Angora coat texture was desribed
by an English writer in 1868 as “of fine tex-
ture, generally longest on the neck but also
on the tail.” Though all of the longhairs
were bred together, gradually the Persian
became the preferred variety in England.
By the turn of the century, through cross-
breeding in England and Europe, the Turk-
ish Angora breed had become virtually ex-
tinct except in its homeland.

Early in the 20th century the Turkish
government established a breeding program
at the Ankara Zoo to preserve the pure
white Angora cats with blue eyes, amber
eyes and odd eyes (one blue and one amber).
Though the other colors inherent to the
breed occasionally occurred in litters, white
was the only color officially preserved by the
Zoo. In 1962 and 1966, Colonel and Mrs.
Walter Grant, followed by other American
breeders, began to import several Angoras
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directly from the Zoo with certificates of an-
cestry. Virginia and Thomas Torio travelled
to Ankara in August, 1966, to purchase a
male and female, and discovered the Zoo
had at that time less than 30 cats.38

“The Original Turkish Angora Society”
was founded in the late 1960s to promote
the white Turkish Angora cats in America
with ancestry traceable to the Ankara
Z00.25 The breed was recognized by CFA in
1970 and achieved Championship status in
1973. The only coat color accepted was
white, though other recessive colors contin-
ued to appear in some lines. Many breeders
believed these cats would help increase the
limited gene pool and gradually promoted
colors other than white. These were finally
acknowledged by CFA in 1978.

A breed known as the “Angora” was
given preliminary recognition in Britain
and is similar to the Angora cats of Turkey
and North America, except that is based on
a genetic program using Siamese and short-
haired cats carrying the long hair gene
rather than cats imported from Turkey.
The “Turkish” cat, as recognized in Eng-
land and elsewhere, is known in America as
the Turkish Van.

Turkish Angoras are medium sized and
extremely graceful, with refined boning.
The hind legs are longer than the front,
and the paws are small and dainty (Fig 18).
The head is wedge shaped, with a definite
taper toward the chin. Long, pointed erect
ears are tufted and set high on the head.
The long, full tail is often carried horizon-
tally over the body .as the cat is moving.
Angoras have a silky, medium-long coat
with a wavy tendency and should carry a
long, full neck ruff. Any color or pattern is
accepted today except those showing
Siamese hybridization.

Angoras are said to have a humorous, po-
lite, sweet nature. They are playful and mis-
chievous, and stay affectionately close to
their owners. As in any breed or in mixed-
breed cats, some of the pure white cats are
born partially or totally deaf, however,
Turkish Angora breeders do not believe this
is a detriment, as these cats seem to enjoy
their lives as pets and get along as well as
their hearing littermates.28 Those cats
which are hearing impaired must be placed
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in homes assuring absolute protection from
outside dangers.

Turkish Van

Along with the other longhairs known by
the late 19th century in England, and Eu-
rope, cats with a medium-long coat and col-
ored markings on the head and tail came
from the Lake Van region of eastern Tur-
key. In 1955, 2 Britons touring the area
were intrigued to see cats still resembling
the original longhairs described centuries
ago when they were first taken to Europe.
Aside from their special piebald pattern,
limiting color to the head and tail, the cats
were well known in the area for their love
of water and swimming. The Britons im-
ported a pair of Van kittens and started a
breeding program in England. After several
more trips by breeders to eastern Turkey
and mating efforts with the additional
stock, the “Turkish” was recognized in
1969 in Britain by the GCCF. It also now
has full acceptance in FIFe and other Euro-
pean registries, as well as in The Interna-
tional Cat Association (TICA) and the
American Cat Fanciers’ Association (ACFA)
in America.

The first Van cats imported to England
were auburn and white. The genetics of the
auburn color are the same as for the sex-

Figure 18. The Turkish
Angora. (Photograph by
Jane Howard)

linked orange color, but the deeper tone is
probably a result of many years of breeding
in a limited area. Though auburn and white
was the color originally preferred, black and
white is more usual in the Lake Van area.
The cats also carry the dilute factor, allow-
ing cream/white and blue/white. Calicos, as
well as tortoiseshells, may also be produced.
In 1982 a British breeder brought some
of her Turkish cats to America, where they
were shown. In a few years interest in this
natural breed has grown and more cats
have been imported to North America. In
1988 the bred was recognized by CFA for
registration with the name Turkish Van.

Bea van der Lende and Leen Kort, in
search of Turkish Van cats, travelled in
1987 from The Netherlands to Van, a prov-
ince of East Anatolia, of which the capital
and largest city is Van (located on the
shores of Lake Van). They reported that to
the Turkish people of the area, a Van cat is
an odd-eyed white cat with one blue and one
yellow eye. Though they were able to take 2
black and white cats with them, it is now
difficult to fine the original bi-colored Van
cats.49 The Ankara Zoo has recently started
a breeding program for the Van cats of
eastern Turkey under the protection of the
Turkish College of Agriculture. The cats are
maintained in natural circumstances within
the Van region, and kittens are not allowed
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out of the area until their numbers
increase.41

The Turkish Van is considered one of the
largest domestic cats. Males weigh 12-18 1b
or more at full maturity and the females 7-
12 lIb. They have broad hips and massive
shoulders, with long legs set wide apart.
The head is a wide, moderately short wedge,
substantially broad to harmonize with the
large body (Fig 19). Vans have expressive
tails, always in motion, with fox-like
fullness.

Their soft coats feel like cashmere with
no trace of undercoat. The length varies ac-
cording to the time of year and maturity of
the cat but should be semi-long.

Because of their size and unusually ac-
tive nature, these cats need space and a
great deal of understanding to help them
adapt to household living. Not all of them
like to swim, but owners say they do seem
fascinated with water and are more apt to
take a dip in sinks and tubs than most cats.

Norwegian Forest Cat

A large semi-long-haired cat, known as
the “Skogkatt” (Forest Cat) in Norway, has
been a familiar animal on Norwegian farms
for centuries. Even today they may be seen
in the woods of central Norway and near
the Swedish border. Natives speculate that
this may have been the cat mentioned in
Norse mythology that Thor, the Thunder
God, could not lift because of its huge size.

The Vikings may have taken the original
cats back with them from their sea jour-
neys, or the cats may have entered Norway
with the crusaders returning from wars in
the Holy Land.10 In fairy tales of the mid-
19th century, the Forest Cat is referred to
as a “fairy cat.”

The first efforts in Norway to have the
“Wegies,” as they are often called, recog-
nized as a distinct breed began in the 1930s.
In 1938 the first Norwegian Forest Cat was
exhibited at a show in Oslo, Norway. Fol-
lowing World War II the cats were threat-
ened with extinction. Breeders worked to
preserve the original characteristics and
form of these beautiful cats. A serious
breeding program was started in the early
1970s and in 1976 the Federation Feline In-
ternationale (FIFe) accepted the breed,
which attained full Championship status
the following year. Today classes of Norwe-
gian Forest Cats in European cat shows are
among the largest of any breed. In Norway
there are 50-180 at each show.

Americans began to take notice of this
breed in the late 1970s. The first breeding
pair was imported in 1979. A Norwegian
Forest Cat Fancier’s Association was estab-
lished in the early 1980s and the breed was
presented to the various American register-
ing associations. CFA approved the Wegies
for registration in 1987. They are currently
evaluated in the noncompetitive Miscella-
neous class.

Figure 19. The Turkish
Van. (Photograph by Jane
Howard)
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The most distinguishing feature of this
natural breed is the quality of the coat. A
Wegie is in full coat during the winter
months, with a long, thick double texture
and huge ruff, a flowing tail and furry
britches on the hind legs (Fig 20). The
wooly undercoat insulates against the cold-
est weather, while an oily guard hair out-
ercoat repels rain and snow. The coat does
not tangle or mat and requires minimal
grooming. In summer, following natural
molting of the undercoat, only the shaggy
outercoat remains, along with a full tail and
tufts in the ears and on the toes.

The Norwegian Forest Cat is medium
sized to large, powerful and moderately
long, with muscular hind legs slightly
longer for jumping and climbing. The head
is an equilateral triangle, with the ears
forming the outer edges. Brown tabbies and
black and white were said to have been the
original colors and are still very popular;
however, all colors except the pointed pat-
tern or Burmese brown are accepted. Weg-
ies are friendly, loving and hardy.

Persian

To many cat fanciers, Persians represent
the most glorious of pedigreed cats. Their
long flowing silky coats suggest opulence
and luxury. Huge round eyes and a massive
body structure give these cats a striking ap-
pearance. Their quiet, gentle temperament
lends an aura of serenity and dignity to

their surroundings. The Persian breed,
which is divided by CFA into 7 divisions for
competition, is the most popular of all the
breeds at shows. Persian registration ac-
counts for more than two-thirds of the total
pedigreed cats registered with CFA.5

The earliest long-haired cats seen in Eu-
rope were introduced by the caravans trav-
eling from Persia and Turkey during the
late 16th century. In the most comprehens-
ive 18th century book on natural history by
Comte de Buffon (1756), an excerpt from
Voyages de Pietro della Valle (1586-1652)
refers to these long-haired cats. The Italian
traveller mentions not only Angora cats but
also a different species from the province of
Khorazan in Persia, which he describes as
gray, with very long, fine, glossy and silky
coats. 12

Angora and Persian longhairs were much
admired in France and England, and were
commonly crossed. Solid white fur was the
favorite, and the blue-eyed white cats first
appearing in England were generally Ango-
ras, while the whites with yellow eyes were
of the larger, more stocky Persian type.
Eventually the British preferred the long-
hairs with Persian background, partially to
avoid the tendency for deafness seen in the
blue-eyed white Angoras.32 Because the
dominant white gene can suppress the ex-
pression of any other color gene, it is
“masking.” Many other colors were carried
as recessives by these early cats. Long-

Figure 20. A Norwegian Forest
Cat kitten. (Photograph by
Jane Howard) -
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haired cats also were imported into En-
gland from Russia. These were said to have
been blacks and tabby patterned.

By 1901 the stud books in England
showed Persians in black, white, blue, or-
ange, cream, sable, smoke, tabby, spotted,
chinchilla, tortoiseshell, bi-color and tri-
color. Though blacks were the first to be
registered, blue Persians soon became the
most popular, probably because Queen Vic-
toria owned 2.46 Persians were exported to
North America from Europe at the end of
the 19th century. American breeders ac-
cepted them with great enthusiasm and
used the British standards as a starting
point. Eventually the breed was developed
to the massive cobby body type and im-
mense coats seen in showhalls today.

Persians may be large or medium sized,
with considerable variation. Overall quality
and balance are determining elements. The
Persian body appears rounded and should
be equally massive across the shoulders and
rump. Boning is thick and strong, and the
legs short. Though Persian coats vary some-
what, depending on color, the ideal is a fine,
glossy hair texture standing well off the
body, with a huge ruff and full tail.

The CFA Persian standard calls for a
round head with a very wide skull and pow-
erful jaws. The nose is to be “short, snub
and broad” with a “break.” In recent years
breeders have given much attention to the
shortness of nose and degree and placement
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of the break, which is the stop at the nose
transition from the forehead. Some prefer
this to be a deep indentation, while others
believe the break should not be overly se-
vere. Silver Persians, for example, usually
have less extreme nose breaks. Judges have
latitude in interpretation, in that the stan-
dard wording is not specific concerning the
degree of this feature, except for the “Peke-
face” Reds.

Several other aspects of the head struc-
ture have great effect on the overall look.
Small ears set low on the head and tilted
forward, along with full, large, round, bril-
liant eyes set far apart, are important char-
acteristics that contribute to a desired
sweet expression. The standard calls for
Persians to have a “proper bite.” Cats are
disqualified if they display any “deformity
of the skull resulting in an asymmetric face
and/or head.” Conscientious breeders take
special care to select breeding cats that
maintain the Persian head appearance
without displaying the problems often asso-
ciated with a brachycephalic (overly short-
ened) head type.

The 7 Persian divisions have been estab-
lished on the basis of color and pattern. The
various colors in the solid division are to be
even in tone, sound to the roots and without
markings (Fig 21). All have copper eye
color, with whites also competing in sepa-
rate classes for blue-eyed cats and odd-eyed
cats (one blue and one copper eye).

Figure 21. A solid-colored
Persian. (Photograph by
Jane Howard)
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The shaded division is for silver cats
with white undercoats tipped with black,
the “cameos” (red tipped with white under-
coat), tortoiseshell cats with white under-
coat, and golden cats, which have warm
cream undercoats tipped with black (Fig
22). The goldens, though tipped, are the re-
sult of a separate gene recessive to the
shaded inhibitor gene. “Chinchilla” or
“shell” tipping is very slight and gives a
sparkling appearance to the coat, while
“shaded” tipping is darker. Silver and
golden cats have green or blue-green eyes

distinctly outlined with black. Cameos and
tortoiseshells have brilliant copper eyes.

Cats in the smoke division are geneti-
cally similar to shaded cats, except the tip-
ping is so deep that the cat appears solid,
blue-cream or tortoiseshell colored on the
surface, but has a white undercoat evident
when the coat is parted (Fig 23).

Tabby division cats come in 3 patterns:
classic, mackerel and patched. They are
seen in many colors, and the rich contrast
of today’s Persian tabby markings is truly

Figure 22. A shaded
Persian. (Photograph
by Jane Howard)

Figure 23. A smoke Persian,
(Photograph by Jane Howard)
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dramatic (Fig 24). The patched tabby is a
classic or mackerel pattern with the addi-
tion of red and/or cream patches. The color
and pattern is a result of the sex-linked red
gene. “Peke-face” red tabby Persians con-
form in color to the standard for red tab-
bies; however, these cats have differing un-
derlying bone structure in the head.

The parti-color division is for tortoise-
shell and blue-cream cats (Fig 25). As of
1990, a separate bi-color division was es-
tablished by CFA for cats of accepted colors
combined with piebald white spotting (for-
merly in the parti-color division) (Fig 26).
Van bi-color cats are white with colored
patches confined to the extremities (head,
ears, legs and tail). Calicos, Van calicos and
tabby and white cats are also included in
this division.

Cats in the Himalayan division were at
one time considered a separate breed.
Crosses between Siamese and long-haired
cats were tried in the 1920s and 1930s.
After years of work the goal of producing a
cat with Persian type, also displaying the
Himalayan or Siamese point-restricted pat-
tern, became a reality (Fig 27). By 1961 all
of the American associations had recog-
nized the Himalayan as a breed. Gradually
the Himalayans became indistinguishable
in type from the Persian breed. Finally in
1984 CFA declared the Himalayan cats
with colorpoint pattern a Persian division,
making offspring of crossbreeding eligible
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for championship competition in the appro-
priate Persian color class. Many point colors
are accepted in this division, including solid
colorpoints, lynx (tabby) points, tortie and
blue-cream points. All cats in the Himala-
yan division must have deep vivid blue eyes.
Solid color chocolate and lilac cats resulting
from Himalayan/Persian crosses are shown
in the Solid Division in CFA.

Persian breeders often believe certain
personality traits go with various colors or
patterns. Tabby Persians seem to be espe-
cially active and outgoing. Tortoiseshells
are often mischievous. Himalayans tend to
be entertaining and playful. Generally, how-
ever, Persian cats are universally known for
their sweet, gentle, affectionate and sooth-
ing temperaments. They are passive and
adaptable to any living arrangement.
Though they do have short bursts of playful
energy, Persians are rarely destructive and
generally remain content as quiet observ-
ers. Daily grooming and combing are neces-
sary to keep their long soft coats free from
tangles and mats. Occasional bathing is also
needed to keep their coats shiny and free of
excessive oil. Most Persians become ac-

customed to this care, which should be
started when they are kittens. They grow to
welcome the daily attention. Their owners
also tend to be people who look upon the
grooming routine as a pleasant experience
and part of the enjoyment of living with a
Persian cat.

Figure 24. A tabby Persian.
(Photograph by Jane Howard)
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Exotic Shorthair

For many years British breeders have ex-
perimented with crossbreeding Persian and
Russian Blue lines into the British Short-
hair breed. In the 1950s and 1960s in Amer-
ica some breeders began using Persians in
their American Shorthair breeding pro-
grams, as at that time there was an open
registration policy. The purpose was to add
colors not available in the American Shorth-
air gene pool, such as chinchilla and shaded
silver, which existed only in the Persian
breed. As a result of this hybridization, the
American Shorthairs began to acquire some

Figure 25. A tortoiseshell
Persian. (Photograph by
Jane Howard)

Figure 26. A bi-colored
Persian. (Photograph by
Jane Howard)

undesirable characteristics, including round
heads and soft, overly long coats. Most
breeders then discontinued the outcrossing.

These hybrid cats, however, were appre-
ciated by some breeders for their own ex-
ceptional and unique beauty. In 1966,
through the initiative of a prominent CFA
judge, Jane Martinke, who suggested a pro-
gram for recognizing the hybrids, CFA de-
cided to designate the new breed as Exotic
Shorthair. The ideal was to be a short-
haired Persian, and all breeders of the hy-
brid American Shorthairs were given the
opportunity to transfer registration of their

39




Chapter 1

cats to the new breed. By 1967 the Exotic
Shorthairs were accepted for Championship
status. Burmese and Russian Blues were
also used in the early years of this breed, be-
cause at that time any shorthair was al-
lowed. Today only Persians are accepted as
outcrosses.24

The standard for Exotic Shorthairs is
identical to that for Persians except for the
coat, which should be of medium length,
soft and plush, standing out from the body
(Fig 28). The length is slightly longer than
that of other short-haired cats but should
not be long enough to “flow,” as does the
Persian coat. Exotics are accepted in all of
the colors described in the Persian breed.
Because of its close association with the
Persian, this breed has been judged with the
long-haired breed group at CFA shows since
1983.

After many years of dedicated work,
breeders have produced Exotic Shorthairs
equal in body and head type to the Persian.
Despite this, the breed has its own distinct
appearance, which some call the “teddy
bear look.” The stocky body is boldly appar-
ent, and their short legs and neck are more
easily seen without the long coat to hide the
conformation (Fig 28).

Many owners say their Exotics have live-
lier personalities than Persians. The easy
coat maintenance holds great appeal to pet
owners who like the massive, round-faced
Persian look but do not want to comb a cat
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Figure 27. A Himalayan
Persian. (Photograph by
Jane Howard)

daily. Because of the Exotic’s dense, soft
coat, an occasional bath and regular light
combing are desirable to avoid excessive
shedding.

Siamese

The most familiar short-haired breed
throughout the world is the Siamese. These
cats are easily recognized by their distinct
color pattern, the result of a genetic muta-
tion causing pale body hair and dark ex-
tremities (muzzle, ears, legs and tail). The
Siamese gene is temperature sensitive, cre-
ating darker extremities, and is part of the
“albino” series of alleles, which progres-
sively diminishes the amount of pigment in
the hair. Also included in this series are the
Burmese, “light-phase Burmese (Tonki-
nese), blue-eyed albino and pink-eyed albino
cats.

The Siamese gene and pattern is well
known to breeders of other animal species
and referred to as the “Himalayan” pat-
tern. In cats it is also known as the “col-
orpoint” or “point-restricted” pattern. Be-
cause the first cats to be recognized with
this coloring came from Siam, now Thai-
land, the color mutation has long been asso-
ciated with the Siamese breed, even though
the true origin of the gene is not known.
Blue eye color, also characteristic of Sia-
mese, is linked to this major color gene and
may be intensified through selective breed-
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ing to the deep vivid brilliance seen in show-
quality Siamese cats.

The cats known today as “Siamese”
represent only one of several early varieties
of cats native to Thailand that have been
well documented in the oldest known book
devoted to cats. The manuscripts called The
Cat-Book Poems are housed in the Thai Na-
tional Library in Bangkok and were saved
from the ancient Siamese city of Ayudha,
founded in 1350 and burned by invaders in
1767. This remarkable graphic record of
early cats was brought to the attention of
the western world in the 1970s by Daphne
Negus. Descriptions and illustrations clear-
ly depict pointed cats with very pale coats
and minimal dark coloring on the extremi-
ties. It is interesting to note the slim body
and legs, along with large ears and a
sharply tapered muzzle. There is evidence
that the pointed cats were especially valued
and kept by royalty, ensuring their good
care and perpetuation.46 Seal-pointed cats
living within the high walls of the Royal
Palace were protected from crossmating
and remained genetically fairly pure.

Another mention of the Siamese pattern
in early literature, by naturalist Simon Pal-
las, described 3 cats in central Russia in
1793 with a light chestnut brown body and
black ears, paws and tail. Because the Sia-
mese pattern depends on temperature,
point development and color shading vary
with the climate, as well as the cat’s age.

The cooler the environment, the darker the
color. The Russian cats may have repre-
sented a separate mutation or may be re-
lated to the cats of Siam. Pallas described
their head as “longer toward the nose than
in the common cat,” which seems similar to
the head on those from ancient Siam.

The earliest known Siamese cats im-
ported to the western world were a pair of
seal points from Bangkok in 1884 presented
to the sister of the British consul general in
Thailand. She exhibited “Pho” and “Mia” in
1885 at the annual Crystal Palace Cat
Show.37 Siamese were reported to be in En-
gland at least 14 years earlier, however, as
they were evidently present at the first
Crystal Palace Cat Show of 1871. Described
then as “an unnatural, nightmare kind of
cat,” they caused a sensation. Much contro-
versial comment accompanied the -cats
brought from Siam because of their body
and head type, kinked tails and crossed
eyes.

The first British show standard, which
originated in 1892, and rewritten in 1902
on formation of the Siamese Cat Club,
called for a “striking-looking cat of medium
size, if weighty, not showing bulk, as this
would detract from the admired svelte ap-
pearance. In type, in every particular the
reverse of the ideal short-haired domestic
cat . . . also distinguished by a kink in the
tail.” It was not until many years later that
the kink was to be considered a fault, along

Figure 28. An Exotic
Shorthair. (Photograph
by Jane Howard)
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with crossed eyes. Generally the features
considered desirable in show-quality Sia-
mese in 1902 have been achieved in today’s
cats.

In the early 1900s the breed in England
consisted of not only the “royal” or seal-
point color, but included some other cats
from Siam described as “chocolates.” The
latter consisted of several distinct genetic
types: solid brown cats (known today as Ha-
vana Browns, as well as the Burmese cats),
and warm brown cats with dark points,
most likely the Tonkinese of today. Reports
from early shows indicate that chocolate-
point Siamese also existed and were bred
soon after the first cats from Siam were im-
ported and that at least one blue point was
registered before 1900. In that solid blue
cats were illustrated in The Cat-Book
Poems manuscripts, it is not surprising that
some seal-point Siamese entering England
carried the recessive gene for the dilute fac-
tor, which changes seal to blue and choco-
late to lilac. In the book, The Siamese Cat,
published in 1908, author Henry Milner
Rideout wrote that “the King (of Siam) has
officially declared that the Blue Cats are
royal.”34

The first known American cat fancier to
import and breed Siamese, Mrs. Clinton
Locke, obtained a pair from Lady Marcus
Beresford in England, whose original cats
were brought from the Royal Palace in
Siam. This pair, a seal-point male and choc-
olate-point female, produced 2 cats that
were big winners at the 1902 show in Chi-
cago.34.37 Blue points were recognized by
CFA in 1932, but chocolate points did not
receive full recognition until 1950 in En-
gland and 1951 in America. Though lilac
points are inevitable when the dilute factor
is combined with the chocolate color, it was
not until the mid 1950s in America and
1960 in England that this dilute color was
accepted.46

Many more point colors have been intro-
duced through crossbreeding with Siamese;
however, CFA and determined traditional
breeders consider only the classic 4 colors
originating from ancient Siam to be true Si-
amese. Pointed cats of other colors are clas-
sified by CFA as the Colorpoint Shorthair
breed. Most CFA breeders are of the opinion
that restricting hybridization in Siamese is
necessary to maintain the excellent unblem-
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ished body color and even point color. They
believe that certain tabby patterns in the
cat’s genotype tend to be reflected in ghost
markings on the body.

Since the first British show standard of
1902 described a “marten” face and a head
rather long and pointed,” the tapering
wedge-shaped head form has been the goal
of Siamese breeders. Eyes are almond
shaped and slanted toward the nose. The
profile is a long straight line from the top of
the head to the tip of the nose. The ears are
strikingly large, continuing the lines of the
wedge. The body is medium sized and a
combination of firm muscularity and fine
boning, resulting in a substantial yet very
lithe, svelte cat (Fig 29). The torso is tubu-
lar, with the shoulders and hips continuing
the sleek graceful lines emphasized by the
close-lying coat. Long slim legs and a long
thin tail complement the overall elegant yet
strong appearance.

One of the best-known and most endear-
ing personality traits of Siamese is their dis-
tinct noisy voice and ability to communi-

Figure 29. The Siamese. (Photograph by Jane Howard)
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cate. Siamese are intelligent, precocious and
highly social with people and other animals.
They love to play with toys and leap to high
surfaces, making ideal pets for people who
appreciate their special devotion and active
companionship. Siamese females have large
litters and few reproductive problems. They
are the most popular short-haired breed,
based on CFA registration numbers (Table
2), and often live to a very old age.

Oriental Shorthair

Most of the cats in southeast Asia today
are not pointed cats. The Cat-Book Poems
manuscripts, dating from 1350 to 1767, in
Siam, described and illustrated a variety of
cats, including some with coats of jet black,
black and white bi-color, solid brown,
blue/gray and shaded silver, as well as
point-restricted coloring. The original cats
imported to England from Thailand were
often of solid color. It was not until the Sia-
mese Cat Club in the late 1920s issued a
statement excluding all but blue-eyed
pointed cats from breeding and showing
that other Thai cats began to decline in
favor.46

After World War 1I Baroness von Ulman,
working with 2 other British breeders, be-
gan efforts to breed a solid brown cat with
the chocolate brown gene carried by the Sia-
mese, rather than the sable of the Burmese.
The resulting cats of Siamese type and solid
chestnut color were recognized in 1958 as a
breed called the Chestnut Brown Foreign

Figure 30. The Oriental
Shorthair. (Photograph
by Jane Howard)

Shorthair. Around 1962 the British geneti-
cist, Patricia Turner, began her long-term
breeding program to produce blue-eyed solid
white cats of Siamese type. These cats were
eventually accepted in England in 1977 as a
separate breed, known as “Foreign Whites.”
The solid white color produced by the domi-
nant white gene “masks” the underlying ge-
netic color of cats. Therefore, in the course
of Ms. Turner’s breeding program, which
used Siamese cats as well as non-Siamese
cats, there were many kittens born of solid
or patterned color all over.

The first British tabbies of foreign type
to attract attention were spotted and re-
ceived acceptance as the Oriental Tabby
breed in 1978. Numerous solid and pat-
terned colors have since been produced over
the years, some with brilliant contrast and
others of pastel subtlety. The sleek tight
coat of the Oriental Shorthair seems to ac-
centuate the detail of pattern and beauty of
every color tone (Fig 30).

American cat fanciers were captivated by
the first Oriental Shorthairs in England
and began importing them in the early
1970s. Several breeding programs also were
underway in America and Europe during
the early 1960s and 1970s. CFA Champion-
ship status was granted to the Oriental
Shorthair in 1977, dividing the breed into §
color groups: solid, shaded, smoke, tabby
and parti-color. All have green eyes, except
the whites, which may have blue or green
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eyes. Because Siamese and Colorpoint
Shorthairs may be used as outcrosses, the
health and vigor of the breed reflects its
huge hybrid gene pool.

The Siamese or colorpoint gene is reces-
sive to the full color gene, making it inevita-
ble that Oriental Shorthairs will produce
pointed cats. CFA rules state that those
meeting the Colorpoint standard may be
shown in Colorpoint Shorthair classes; how-
ever, the Siamese breed does not allow
these “variants.” In other associations and
in Europe, the pointed variants are consid-
ered Siamese. The Oriental Shorthair stan-
dard is almost identical to that of the Sia-
mese, except for color.

Like their Siamese relatives, Oriental
Shorthairs are active and extremely outgo-
ing toward people and other animals. Some
owners believe they are generally a little
less talkative than Siamese and are more
inclined to use body language.

Colorpoint Shorthair

The Colorpoint Shorthair breed looks
identical to the Siamese, except for color.
The breed was the result of the early hybrid
experiments by cat fanciers in Britain, who
crossed Siamese with red domestic short-
hairs and Abyssinians in an effort to de-
velop more than the 4 traditional Siamese
colors. Two red points were shown at the Si-
amese Cat Club show in England in 1934,
however, the first red points (then called
“orange points”) and seal tortie points had
poor Siamese body and head type. Breeding
programs for red points were established in
America in 1947 and again in England in
1948, but again the cats lacked the desired
refined body type, which might have been
achieved had there been more intense line-
breeding to Siamese. Siamese breeders were
biased against them for many years, and it
was not until 1966 that they were finally
accepted (as Siamese) by the British GCCF
(Governing Council of the Cat Fancy).46

CFA has continued to refuse acceptance
to these hybrids as Siamese but did recog-
nize the Colorpoint Shorthair as a separate
breed in 1964. Since then, many other col-
ors have been developed and accepted, in-
cluding blue-cream points, chocolate-tortie
points and lilac-cream points. Most other
North American associations, as well as
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FIFe in Europe, consider these cats as
Siamese.

The 10 “lynx point” colors now included
by CFA were created by introduction of
Tabby Shorthair outcrosses in the early
1900s in England and in the 1960s in
America and England. These cats with
tabby markings restricted to the point areas
are called “tabby-point Siamese” in En-
gland and in other associations.

The CFA standard for Colorpoints is al-
most the same as that for Siamese, except
for the color descriptions. Siamese may be
used for outcross breedings. It has taken a
great deal of time and hard work, but the
cat fancy finally has taken note of the ex-
ceptional quality and beauty in these cats. A
seal lynx-point Colorpoint  Shorthair
achieved a top CFA National Award in
1982, marking modern history for this
breed (Fig 31).

Acceptance by the general public was im-
mediate, as the personality of Colorpoints
includes the vocal audacity and demanding,
intelligent nature of Siamese cats, along
with a great variety of striking point colors.

Figure 31. A lynx-point Colorpoint Shorthair. (Photo-
graph by Jane Howard)
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The gene pool is huge and the breed is
hardy.

Balinese, Javanese,
Oriental Longhairs

Over the years long-haired kittens ap-
peared occasionally in Siamese litters.
Though the most likely reason for the oc-
currence of this recessive gene would be a
throwback to non-Siamese cats somewhere
in the ancestry, many breeders preferred to
believe that long-haired Siamese were the
result of a spontaneous mutation. In 1940,
2 breeders recognized the special beauty in
a silken coat added to the elegant grace of
the Siamese cat and began to purposely
breed these long-haired cats. They chose the
name “Balinese” because the flowing move-
ment of these cats seemed similar to that of
the dancers of Bali.

In the face of strong opposition and re-
luctance on the part of Siamese breeders to
allow matings to top-quality cats, the early
Balinese began with a heavier body type
than that of the Siamese, and acceptance
was difficult. Breeders continued to work
for finer boning by breeding back to Sia-
mese, while at the same time being careful
to not sacrifice the long silky coat. In 1970
CFA granted Championship status to the
breed, recognizing only the 4 colors ac-
cepted in the Siamese breed: seal point,
chocolate point, blue point and lilac point.
The breed standard is almost the same as
that of the Siamese; however, Balinese ap-
pear to have softer lines and a less extreme

body type because of the long coat. One of
the distinct features of these cats is their
plume-like tail (Fig 32).

Almost at the same time as the Balinese
cats were becoming known, breeders were
already working to develop other point col-
ors through breedings to American Short-
hairs. Long-haired kittens also were crop-
ping up in matings of Colorpoint Shorthairs
that had been developed through hybrid
breeding with cats carrying the recessive
gene for long hair. In 1986 CFA granted
Championship status to these cats as the
Javanese breed (Fig 33). In several other as-
sociations, however, they are considered
Balinese.

It was inevitable that one day breeders
would want Oriental Shorthairs in long
coats to complete the series of Siamese-type
breeds. In the late 1970s and 1980s breed-
ers began crossing Balinese to Oriental
Shorthairs, and the second generation pro-
duced long-haired Orientals (Fig 34). It is
not easy to maintain good coat quality and
yet keep the refined body type; however,
with the cooperative attitude of today’s Sia-
mese and Oriental Shorthair breeders, mat-
ings to top-quality cats are helping this
breed advance. These cats were accepted by
CFA for registration as the Oriental Long-
hair breed in 1988 and are evaluated in the
noncompetitive Miscellaneous class.

Havana Brown

All-brown cats were among the earliest
cats to come into England from Siam (Thai-

Figure 32. The Balinese.
(Photograph by Jane
Howard)
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land) in the late 1800s. It is now assumed
that the genetics of these cats were not all
the same. Some would today be called
Burmese, while others carried the brown
gene of the Siamese chocolate-pointed cats.
After the Siamese Cat Club ruled that only
blue-eyed pointed cats should be bred and
shown, all of the self-brown cats disap-
peared from the cat fancy.

Around the early 1950s breeders working
independently and later together began a
breeding program designed to recreate the
self-chocolate brown short-haired cat. In
1954 the first kitten of the new color to be
registered was born.2 “Bronze Idol” resulted
from a mating of a seal-point Siamese, car-
rying chocolate, to a solid black cat, also
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Figure 33. The Javanese.
{Photograph by  Jane
Howard)

Figure 34. The Oriental
Longhair.  (Photograph
by Richard Katris)

carrying chocolate. (The black cat had been
from a seal-point Siamese bred to a black.)
This kitten became the foundation of the
new Chestnut Brown Foreign breed in En-
gland, which was later renamed “Havana”
after a rabbit breed of the same color. The
breed as it exists today in England would be
considered a Chestnut Oriental Shorthair
by CFA classification, in that the head and
body type are the same as in the Siamese.

The first Havanas in America were im-
ported from England in the late 1950s.
Breed recognition was given in 1959, with
the word “Brown” added to the name.
American breeders preferred to maintain
the early moderate body and head type,
rather than strive for a Siamese-like cat.
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The breed gradually evolved in America
into a form totally distinct from that of any
other breed. In 1964 full CFA Champion-
ship status was achieved by the Havana
Brown.

The North American Havana Brown
head is particularly unique in the world of
cats. The muzzle has been described by
breeders as resembling a protrusion on the
face rather than an extension of the head.
There is a pronounced break on both sides
behind the whisker pads. When viewed in
profile, there is a distinct stop at the eyes,
and the end of the muzzle appears almost
square (Fig 35). Large ears are round tipped
and tilted forward. Brilliant green oval eyes
add to the penetrating alertness of the Ha-
vana Brown. Graceful and moderately lithe
in body type, Havanas are firm and muscu-
lar, and substantial in every way but never
coarse or cobby. They stand high on long,
straight legs and have a medium-long slen-
der tail. Females have slim, dainty legs. The
rich warm mahogany brown color and
smooth, lustrous coat give this cat its true
glory.

The Havana Brown temperament is
even, quiet and gentle. They are demanding

Figure 35. The Havana Brown. (Photograph by Jane
Howard)

of attention from people, and have a soft
voice and loud purr. Havanas are adaptable
and able to play and amuse themselves, but
they are happiest with feline companionship
and love to curl up with several cats to
enjoy mutual grooming. They are a hardy
breed with no known genetic defects. Often
called a feline connoisseur’s cat, Havana
Browns are still surprisingly rare and un-
discovered by the general public.

Birman

The “Sacred Cat of Burma,” as the Bir-
man is often called, is a long-haired stocky
cat with seal, chocolate, blue or lilac point-
restricted color. Over the body there is a
faint golden beige cast (the “golden mist”)
in all 4 colors. Distinctive pure white feet
are important to the breed. Though the
Birman’s true origins are uncertain, the
cats are forever linked to southeast Asia be-
cause of a famous legend that explains their
coloring.

In the time of Buddha the ultimate goal
of followers was to pray, work and be self-
less in an effort to reach the state of being
beyond self and senses, that of Nirvana. If
an individual failed in this striving, his soul
would be reincarnated in that of a lower
being. Many believed human souls were re-
siding in the bodies of cats, which led to a
great love and care of cats throughout an-
cient Asia and the keeping of cats by Bud-
dhist monks.

The legend of Birman cats evolved before
the birth of Christ. One hundred pure white
cats with yellow eyes lived with monks as
guardians of the Temple, Lao-Tsun, built in
Burma to honor the goddess Tsun-Kyan-
Kse who ruled over the transmutation of
souls. One day raiders attacked this temple
and the head monk, Mun-Ha, was killed.
His loyal cat, Sinh, placed his paws on his
master’s body and turned to face the golden
image of the goddess. Instantly the cat’s
coat turned from white to golden and his
eyes became sapphire blue like hers. Only
his paws remained pure white where they
touched the priest as a symbol of purity. All
of the other temple cats developed the same
coloring. After 7 days of mourning Sinh
died, taking the soul of his master to Para-
dise. Since that time all of the remaining
golden cats with white paws were consid-
ered sacred and custodians of the souls of
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the monks. Only a few very worthy people
were permitted to possess one of them.26

The Birman was first recognized as a
natural breed by the French in 1925. Their
modern history started when a pair was
sent or smuggled to 2 men living in France
from the High Priest of the Lao-Tsun Tem-
ple. The 2 men had travelled to Burma and
helped protect the Buddhist monks from
Brahmin aggression. They reported seeing
the Birman cats and learning of the legend.
The 2 cats were sent in 1919 as a gesture of
gratitude, but on the sea journey the male
died. The female fortunately was pregnant
and founded the breed in France, which
later flourished throughout Europe.

After the devastation of World War II
only 2 Birmans were known to have sur-
vived in Europe, “Orloff” and “Xenia de
Kaabaa,” and work to reestablish the breed
had to begin again.26 The first cats to enter
North America came from France in 1959.
Many more were imported from France and
England, including 2 kittens born to a pair
directly obtained from a temple in Cambo-
dia.8 Through collaboration with French
breeders, Birmans became well established
in America and were registered with CFA
by 1966. Championship status in CFA was
granted in 1967.

The coat of the Birman is very different
from that of other long-haired cats. It is
silky and medium long, with a texture that
does not mat. The coat is wavy on the belly.
Birmans are strongly built, elongated and
stocky, with heavy legs. The head is of me-
dium length and the nose has a Roman
down-turned shape in profile. The ears are
of medium size and set as much on the side
of the head as on top (Fig 36). The eyes are
placed wide apart, and almost rounded and
deep blue.

Only the 4 point colors (seal, chocolate,
blue and lilac) are accepted by CFA; how-
ever, in some associations additional colors
are allowed. The body should have the
“golden mist” beige cast; much attention is
given to the 4 white “gloves.” The front
paws are white, ending in an even line
across the paw at the second or third joints.
Back paws have white “gloves” and “laces”
extending up the back of the hock, ideally
ending in an inverted V. Faultlessly gloved
cats are the exception, and the Birman
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Figure 36. The Birman. (Photograph by Jane Howard)

standard emphasizes that the cat is to be
judged as a whole. Nevertheless, lack of
white on any paw or white in the point
areas is cause for disqualification. The
white spotting gene responsible for the very
restricted degree of white on Birmans is
generally thought to be a recessive gene and
not part of the more common dominant pie-
bald spotting gene. 16

Birmans are gentle, well-mannered cats,
yet they have boundless energy and like to
seek attention by using their quiet voices.
They blend easily into an active household,
adjust well to cats of other breeds and enjoy
endless lap sitting.

Burmese

The story of the Burmese breed begins
with one female cat, “Wong Mau,” who was
imported to America from Burma in 1930.
Dr. Joseph C. Thompson, a psychiatrist
from San Francisco, served as ship’s doctor
in the US Navy and developed a keen inter-
est in the Far East. He had spent time as a
Buddhist monk in a monastery in Tibet and
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History of Domestic Cats and Cat Breeds

had become familiar with the self-brown
short-haired cats seen throughout southeast
Asia for centuries. These cats, known as
“copper” cats, were described and illus-
trated in the ancient Thai manuscripts. The
Cat-Book Poems, preserved from the city of
Ayudha (1350-1767). Dr. Thompson, who
also bred Siamese cats, acquired Wong Mau
and began a breeding program to determine
her genetic makeup with the intention of
establishing a new breed in America re-
sembling the Asian copper cats.30.43

The initial matings of Wong Mau, which
produced the foundation pedigree for the
breed and determined the genetic principle
of the Burmese cat, were outlined in an ar-
ticle published in the April, 1943, issue of
the Journal of Heredity. The article con-
firmed Dr. Thompson’s belief that Wong
Mau represented a hybrid cat containing
one gene for Burmese (solid brown) and one
gene for Siamese (point restricted). This he
believed gave her what he called the lighter
shade of Burmese. The article reported
that, by mating Wong Mau to a seal-point
Siamese, “Tai Mau,” and inbreeding with
the hybrid offspring, it had been possible to
produce 3 generations of true-breeding
“purebred” Burmese with a “dark color
phase.”36 These and other later breeding ex-
periments proved the existence of the
Burmese gene (cb) and established that all
Burmese cats are homozygous for a color
gene, which is a member of the albino series
of alleles and causes solid black to appear
dark sable brown. Today Wong Mau as a
Burmese-Siamese hybrid with intermediate
color would be considered a Tonkinese.

CFA accepted the Burmese for registra-
tion in 1936 with a Siamese body and head
conformation. During the 1930s and 1940s
other American breeders working with Dr.
Thompson imported a few more cats from
Burma to enlarge the gene pool, but out-
crossing to Siamese continued. The dark-
phase true-breeding and the light-phase in-
termediate brown-pointed cats (Tonkinese)
were considered Burmese, causing a great
deal of confusion. In addition, the brilliant
gold eye color of the early imports was
quickly diminished to a chartreuse green.
CFA finally decided to suspend registration
of the breed altogether in 1947.

Around this time the first Burmese were
exported from America to Europe and the

breed was recognized by the GCCF in Brit-
ian in 1952. They are now popular in all
parts of Europe, Scandinavia, Australia and
New Zealand. In addition to the original
sable brown, other colors have been intro-
duced. The Burmese conformation in coun-
tries to which they were exported remains
moderately “foreign” or slim; however, this
is no longer the case in America.

Dr. Rosemonde Peltz, a breeder of Burm-
ese and authority on many cat breeds, de-
scribed in the 1978 CFA Yearbook the tre-
mendous blow American Burmese breeders
suffered when the breed was suspended by
CFA. In her comprehensive history of the
breed, she said, “The most striking aspect
of the whole disheartening situation is that
they continued to breed. . . to present an ex-
cellent Burmese of the best type possible.”

After a determined effort, CFA registra-
tion was reinstated in 1953, based on a new
color standard allowing only a “solid coat
without markings.” The body type was de-
scribed as “medium, dainty, long.” By 1957
the CFA standard was again changed, call-
ing for a body “midway between Domestic
Shorthair and Siamese.” The key words,
“somewhat compact,” entered the standard
in 1959, and there has been no major
change in wording since then. The concept
of the American Burmese gradually became
that of the medium-sized cat with “substan-
tial bone structure, good muscular develop-
ment and surprising weight for its size.”
Later the word “somewhat” was dropped to
further emphasize a compact body type.

The head is rounded, with a broad, short
muzzle showing a nose break. Large
rounded expressive eyes should be brilliant
gold. A special sweet expression gives the
Burmese a distinctive appearance (Fig 37).
The early Burmese cats of the 1930s had
heads described as “appleheads,” which
were “dome shaped” when seen from the
front, between the ears. These cats were
also considered “chunky” in body type. Dur-
ing the late 1950s breeders started to bring
this stocky image back and to avoid the
dainty or svelte Siamese appearance.?

By the mid-1970s some breeders began
selecting for a more extreme shortening of
the nose to emphasize the round head called
for in the standard. The resulting skull
changes eventually lead to a head type that
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is believed to be associated with cranial fa-
cial lethal deformities in newborn kittens.21
In an effort to eliminate defects in the
breed, the concept of the desired Burmese
look is again being challenged as breeders
work on solutions. One important aspect of
the breed, which was never changed, is its
gleaming, very close-lying coat with a fine,
glossy, satin-like texture.

As a result of the early years of Siamese
hybridization, 2 recessive genetic factors re-
mained in some Burmese lines. The mutant
chocolate gene produces, in the Burmese
breed, “champagne” coloring, while the di-
lute factor affects the sable and champagne
colors to create blue and platinum, respec-
tively. Though these colors began to attract
interest from some breeders, they were
strongly opposed by others who had worked
for years to identify the Burmese breed
solely with the solid dark sable brown color-
ing of the Asian copper cats. In 1980 CFA
decided to identify a separate breed, called
the Malayan, to accommodate the 3 addi-
tional colors. Finally, in keeping with the
changing history of this breed, Malayan cats
were incorporated into the Burmese breed
in 1984, and are currently judged in a sepa-
rate Dilute division.

It has been said that Burmese remain
kittens all their lives. They are notoriously
intelligent and fun loving, often surprising

Figure 37. The Burmese. (Photograph by Jane Howard)
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people with inventive games. A characteris-
tic movement associated with the breed is a
dance with the hind legs called the “Burm-
ese shuffle.” Though their voice is relatively
quiet, they use a variety of noises to com-
municate. These cats have a strong need to
be close to their owners and are cuddly lap
sitters. Burmese females tend to be espe-
cially clever and bossy, and often take the
lead in a household with other breeds. Al-
tered males are usually mellow and loving.

Tonkinese

Hybrid offspring from Siamese cats bred
to Burmese are the basis of the Tonkinese
breed. The Burmese (cP) gene is only par-
tially dominant to the Siamese (c#) gene.
Combining the 2 results in an intermediate
blend of coloring in the heterozygous cats,
who have a dark-pointed pattern but deeper
body color than Siamese. Matings of these
Tonkinese cats produce a predictable aver-
age of 50% with hybrid Tonkinese coloring,
25% with homozygous Burmese coloring
and 25% with homozygous Siamese point-
restricted coloring. The solid-colored and
pointed offspring are called “variants” and
can never be eliminated in this breed.
Though today no further outcrossing is al-
lowed to Siamese and Burmese, variant cats
are valuable in breeding programs and
make highly desirable pets.

The well-known foundation cat for the
Burmese breed, “Wong Mau,” would today
be considered the first recognized Tonki-
nese to be imported to America. Most likely
some of the brown cats described in En-
gland in the late 1800s as “chocolate Sia-
mese” were also early Tonkinese. It can
easily be presumed that Tonkinese hybrids
lived in ancient southeast Asia as long ago
as Siamese and Burmese “copper” cats ex-
isted, as they undoubtedly interbred. The
brown hybrids quickly lost favor in England
during the early 1900s when only the
“Royal” seal-point cats with light body color
and blue eyes could be shown.

Modern experiments in breeding Tonki-
nese began on the east coast in America and
in Canada during the 1960s. Originally
called “Golden Siamese,” “Honey Siamese”
and “Chocolate Siamese,” by 1967 they
were finally referred to as “Tonkanese” and
had achieved acceptance by the Canadian
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Cat Association (CCA). In 1971 North
American breeders voted to call the breed
“Tonkinese” and worked for acceptance by
American registering associations. CFA fi-
nally allowed registration in 1978 and full
Championship status in 1984.

In addition to the blended coloring from
the 2 ancestor breeds, the Tonkinese breed
presents an intermediate body and head
type. These cats are neither long and lithe
like the Siamese, nor compact and round
like the Burmese. Medium conformation, as
described throughout the Tonkinese breed
standard, is not as easily defined and under-
stood as extreme type. Achieving a consis-
tent head and body type from such oppo-
sites has been very difficult for breeders.
Muscular and surprisingly heavy, the
Tonkinese is a moderately proportioned and
balanced cat. The head is a modified wedge,
with gently curved contours and a blunt
muzzle. The ears are medium sized and set
as much on the sides of the head as on top
(Fig 38). The eyes are almond shaped,
slanted along the cheekbones and set wide
apart. The unusual aqua color is a definitive
characteristic of the breed. The Tonkinese
coat has a quality completely unlike the ex-
tremely sleek and satin-like textures of its
ancestors. Described as “mink,” it is me-
dium short, close lying, fine, soft and silky,
with a lustrous sheen, but it does not lie
tightly against the body. There are 5 ac-
cepted coat colors: natural mink with dark
brown points and medium brown body;

champagne mink with medium brown
points; blue mink; platinum mink; and
honey mink (derived from the light brown
or cinnamon gene).

The Tonkinese personality seems to be a
“happy medium,” according to the enthusi-
astic cat fanciers who enjoy these cats in
their homes. Tonkinese are active cats, out-
going with people and other animals, even
tempered and only slightly vocal. They are
charming and fun, yet gentle and affection-
ate, easy to groom and hardy.

Bombay

The challenge of creating a new breed is
the ultimate dream of some cat fanciers.
Nikki Horner, from Louisville, Kentucky,
started breeding cats at the age of 16. After
winning top national awards with several
breeds and producing numerous grand
champions, she became one of the rare indi-
viduals who actually achieved this aspira-
tion. The Bombay breed represents her de-
sire to produce a copper-eyed black
short-haired cat with Burmese conforma-
tion. The image of a domestic cat with the
exotic appearance of a “mini-panther” led
to her choice of the breed’s name, inspired
by the black leopard of India.

Her first attempts with crossbreedings of
black domestic shorthairs to Burmese in
1958 were wunsuccessful, producing off-
spring that were, in her words, “big and
horsey.” The coats were too long and the

Figure 38. The Tonkinese.
(Photograph by Jane How-
ard)
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eye color poor. Eventually she found the
right combination of cats, starting with a
black American Shorthair male with deep
copper eye color and a Grand Champion
sable Burmese female. Through a long pro-
cess of inbreeding and outcrossing and care-
ful selection, she was able to consistently
produce a black cat unlike any other. Eigh-
teen years after the original attempted
breeding and following a great deal of effort
to promote acceptance of the breed, the
Bombay achieved CFA Championship sta-
tus in 1976. Outcrossing to Black American
Shorthairs and sable Burmese is still
allowed.

The Bombay and Burmese standards are
almost identical, except for color. Because
of a few subtle variations, however, many
judges and breeders interpret the descrip-
tion of type to be different. Whereas the
Burmese body is “presenting a compact ap-
pearance,” the Bombay body is to be “of me-
dium length,” “neither compact nor rangy.”
Generally, Bombays are a little higher on
their legs and have slightly longer body and
tail proportions. The head is rounded with a
short muzzle, but there should not be a
“pugged” or “snubbed” look. A coat that is
black to the roots is extremely important,
along with black nose leather and paw pads
(Fig 39). Deep gold to copper eye color is
imperative for a top example of the breed.

Bombays are bold and outgoing, and
make intelligent, affectionate companions.
They generally combine the easy-going tem-
perament of the American Shorthair and
the inventive, more talkative character of
the Burmese.

Korat

As one of the earliest known breeds in
the world, the Korat is also probably the
purest. Even today the breed is very similar
in appearance to its native ancestors which
were known to have lived wild in the jun-
gles of the Malay Peninsula. All Korats
trace their pedigrees to Thailand. These sil-
ver-blue short-haired cats with luminous
green eyes have been cherished and rare in
their native land for centuries, where they
are known as the “Si-Sawat.” (“Si” is the
word for color and “sawat” is a wild fruit
plant with a silver blue seed.)

52

Figure 39. The Bombay. (Photograph by Jane Howard)

Korats were described and pictured in
The Cat-Book Poems from the ancient city
of Ayudha (1350-1767), and have been the
subject of many delightful stories and
myths. Their shimmering silver color signi-
fies wealth to the Thais and for hundreds of
years Korats have been considered the sym-
bol of good fortune. The Thai people de-
scribe Korat eyes as the color of young rice,
associating the cats with good crops. The
gift of a pair of Si-Sawat to a new bride is
said to ensure a happy marriage and home.
In early Thailand they were never sold but
instead were offered as special expressions
of honor or esteem.

Mrs. Jean Johnson of Oregon, who had
lived with her husband in Bangkok for 6
years, travelled extensively in Thailand
searching for the silver blue cats in the late
1950s and reported seeing only 5 or 6. They
were not to be found on the streets and
none were for sale. All those who possessed
these cats were members of the Thai gov-
ernment, the Thai nobility or representa-
tives of foreign governments. In June, 1959,
a pair of Korats was sent to her as a gift
from Thailand. “Nara” and “Darra,”
littermates, were the first Korats in Amer-
ica. To avoid close inbreeding, Mrs. Johnson
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crossbred these cats for one generation to
Siamese she had brought back from Thai-
land, carefully eliminating any progeny
with Siamese characteristics from future
breedings.19

Throughout the 1960s more cats were ac-
quired from Thailand by the growing circle
of Korat fanciers. Daphne Negus, an im-
portant pioneer in the breed, journeyed to
Thailand to import 9 Korats as this number
is believed by the Thai people to bring good
luck. In 1965 the Korat Cat Fanciers’ Asso-
ciation was established to protect and de-
velop the breed, as well as to preserve its
heritage. A standard was written based on
the appearance of the original native cats,
and the Korats were accepted by CFA for
Championship status in 1966. Except for
the early outcross matings, this breed has
been as carefully guarded and exclusive as
any in the cat fancy. Importing from Thai-
land is still allowed and Korats are now ac-
cepted by registering associations all over
the world.

Like the ancient Korats, the breed today
is muscular and semi-cobby with a body
that has the “feeling of hard-coiled spring
power” and a back carried in a curve. The
head is unique, with the curving lines of the
eyebrow ridges and the sides of the face
forming a heart shape. The Korat’s well-
rounded eyes are large and brilliant, seem-
ing oversized for the face (Fig 40). The ears
are large and set high, giving an alert ex-
pression. The glossy, close-lying coat is

heavily tipped with silver, resulting in an
intense sheen often described as a halo ef-
fect and best appreciated in the sunlight.

Korats have a sweet, gentle disposition
and are said to be highly protective of their
owners and children. They communicate
with people using their quiet voices, and do
not like loud noises. Korats move with cau-
tious dignity and prefer to remain close to
their owners and familiar places.

Japanese Bobtail

Through close examination of many ex-
amples of early Japanese artwork, it is ap-
parent that cats with short pom-pom tails
must have been held in high esteem for cen-
turies in the Far East. Domestic cats were
introduced to Japan from China and Korea
in the early 6th century. It was customary
for every Buddhist temple to keep at least
one pair of cats to protect the sacred docu-
ments from rodents. Numerous woodcut
prints and painted screens picture cats with
ladies of luxury and include them in Imper-
ial family settings. In Japan, cats were obvi-
ously considered creatures of great beauty,
elegant grace and delight. By contrast, early
Chinese art emphasizes almost exclusively
the hunting ability, agility and strength of
the cat.20

Japanese folklore is rich with tales in
which cats are often associated with good
fortune or are transformed from women.
The name for the cat, “neko,” is sometimes
given to geisha girls because of their ability

Figure 40. The Korat.
(Photograph by Jane
Howard)
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to charm. A popular story includes the say-
ing that cats with long tails take human
form and bewitch people. This is one possi-
ble accounting for the presence of so many
cats with the unique short kinked tail seen
for centuries throughout Japan and other
parts of the Orient. Another famous legend
explaining why the cats of Japan so often
have bobbed tails tells of a cat resting near
the hearth whose tail was set afire by a
spark. As the frightened cat ran through
the streets of the Imperial City, all the
houses turned to flames. By morning the
city was destroyed, with only ashes remain-
ing. The Emperor was so angry he decreed
that the tails of all cats be cut short to avoid
a similar disaster in the future.15

Perhaps the best-known of all legendary
Japanese cats is “Maneki-Neko,” a small at-
tractive calico female, who was said to have
beckoned and lured passersby and was asso-
ciated with good fortune. She is represented
with her paw raised in a welcoming way
and was painted on the facade of the fa-
mous Gotokuji Temple near Tokyo, where
hundreds of replicas remain. Maneki-Neko
figurines, both antique and modern, may be
seen in many Japanese stores and restau-
rants as a symbolic attraction to customers.
The pom-pom tail is evident on the back of
the statue.

The original cats entering Japan from
China and Korea were solid black, pure
white, black and white bi-colors, and occa-
sionally black, red and white tri-colors. Tri-
colored calico cats, called “mi-ke,” were
considered a symbol of good luck, especially
by Japanese sailors who believed these cats
could foresee storms. Because of supersti-
tion and the Japanese belief in the connec-
tion between men and all living things, cats
were ensured a reverent position for many
years. Finally, between the 13th and 15th
centuries, the Japanese silk industry grew
in importance. When it became threatened
by the mice attracted to the silkworms, the
government decided that cats could no
longer be pampered house pets. They were
ordered to be set free to save the silk indus-
try and grain harvests.

Appreciation for the beauty and person-
ality of cats has never faded in Japan, and
in modern times many of the pedigreed
breeds have been imported. Among the
common street cats seen today in Japan,
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most have bob tails. The tail structure is
unique to each cat, with the bone often
twisted like an “S” or even a corkscrew.

Extensive studies by geneticist Dr. Neil
Todd proved that the gene responsible is re-
cessive and completely different from the
dominant Manx tailless gene. It is not a le-
thal factor and causes no deformities.
Though occasionally there are bob tails with
short straight tails, there are never full-
length tails.

An American cat fancier living in Japan
for almost 20 years admired the special
beauty and charm of the Japanese Bobtails,
and developed them as a breed. Judy Craw-
ford began breeding cats of the colors that
would produce the mi-ke tri-colored off-
spring shortly after World War II. One day
in 1967, Elizabeth Freret, a cat breeder in
America, was shown a Japanese Bobtail
being boarded at a Maryland pet store for a
family who had recently returned from
Japan. She was fascinated to hear of the
many street cats in Japan with short tails
just like the one she had seen. A year later
she was in contact with Miss Crawford and
by August, 1968, 3 Bobtails arrived in
America. After a standard was developed,
the cats were presented to the CFA Board,
which accepted them for registration in
1969. Championship status followed in
1976 and there has since been a continuous
flow of Bobtail imports from Japan into
North America.

The body standard for Bobtails is in
keeping with the cat’s original background
as an elegant aristocratic housepet. Though
they are muscular, the impression of the
Japanese Bobtail is one of lean refined style,
rather than massive structure. The Ameri-
can-bred Japanese Bobtails have developed
away from the body type seen on the streets
of Japan today. The hind legs are longer
than the forelegs, but angled so that the
back remains level when the cat is relaxed
(Fig 41). The tail must be clearly visible and
should not extend more than 3 inches. It
may be rigid or flexible; however, because of
the curves, a characteristic fluffy pom-pom
effect is apparent.

The head shape forms an almost perfect
equilateral triangle, with gentle curving
lines, high cheekbones and a fairly broad
muzzle. Large oval eyes are set at a pro-
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nounced slant when viewed in profile. The
large ears are upright, set wide apart on the
head and tilted forward.

Bi-colors and tri-colors, along with solid
blacks, reds, whites and tortoiseshells, are
the most predominant colors. Other Japan-
ese Bobtail colors include “patterned” cate-
gories denoting any variety of tabby striping
or spotting with or without white. The di-
lute blues and creams are allowed in solid
color or in the patterned categories. Prefer-
ence is given to bold, dramatic markings
and rich vivid color. The Bobtail coat is me-
dium short, soft and silky, lying comfortably
on the body without a noticeable undercoat.

Japanese Bobtails are ideal family pets
with an alert, endearing personality. They
are active in a gentle way and not overly de-
manding of attention. Their curiosity, abil-
ity to adjust to other animals and children,
and quiet chirping voices contribute to the
distinct Bobtail character.

New Breeds

Thirty-one breeds are currently recog-
nized by the Cat Fanciers’ Association for
full Championship status. The Burmese
breed is subdivided into 2 divisions, and the
Persian breed is subdivided into 7 divisions.
The breeds now accepted for registration
only are the American Curl, Norwegian

Forest Cat, Oriental Longhair and Turkish
Van. These cats may be exhibited in the
noncompetitive Miscellaneous classes. Ac-
cording to the CFA “Rules Governing Ac-
ceptance and Advancement of New Breeds
and Colors: 1979,” at least 5 years are
needed after registration is established,
along with other requirements that include
a proposed standard, to be approved for rec-
ognition as a Provisional breed. Finally,
after further evaluation and show require-
ments have been met, and with agreement
among the breeders on the standard and ac-
ceptable colors, the breed may be presented
to the CFA Board of Directors for Champi-
onship status consideration.

CFA is acknowledged to be one of the
most rigorous and careful of all cat registry
organizations in the world regarding ap-
proval of new breeds. CFA breeders and the
elected members of the Board of Directors
generally believe it is important to the fu-
ture integrity of the cat fancy to determine
whether a new breed will truly be an asset
both in health and beauty before registra-
tion is allowed. Once development of a
breed has commenced and many people
have invested time and money, rejection be-
comes more difficult. It takes some prelimi-
nary work to present and evaluate the po-
tential of a new breed before registration.
Several factors are considered by CFA

Figure 41. The Japanese
Bobtail. (Photograph by
Jane Howard)
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Board Members before recognition of a new

breed. These include:

o Information on genetic makeup, number
of breeds or characteristics combined in
the development of hybrids and predict-
able consistency in offspring produced.

e History and background of the cats in
their country of origin, and/or genetic in-
formation regarding a spontaneous mu-
tation.

e Possible overlap in characteristics that
might threaten the distinctive qualities
already associated with existing breeds.

e Health status and potential for inherited
genetic abnormalities, temperament and
general acceptability to the public as de-
sirable pets.

With the increasing popularity of cats as
pets in recent years, many new breeds have
been developed. Some remain the whim of
an individual and have not been able to
meet CFA requirements of 10 breeders
working with the breed for registration ap-
plication. Some have not attempted CFA
approval, while others have applied and
were rejected. Following is a list of some
breeds accepted by at least one association
other than CFA:

American Bobtail: Originated from an
initial mating of a mixed-breed short-tailed
male to a Siamese female about 20 years
ago. Subsequent matings indicate the domi-
nant Manx gene is responsible for tails of
various lengths. Introduction of the long-
hair gene with Himalayan breedings, and
more recently with Maine Coons, has been
allowed.

Burmilla: This breed is the result of a
planned mating of a British Chinchilla
Longhair (Persian) male to a Burmese fe-
male in 1982, producing shaded silver
shorthairs of Burmese type (British stan-
dard). The Burmilla has been accepted as a
provisional breed by the Cat Association of
Britain.

Bengal: This breed is a hybridization of
domestic cats with the native Asian Leop-
ard Cat (a small spotted wild cat of high
pattern contrast) to produce a spotted cat
with wild appearance and domestic cat tem-
perament.
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California Spangled Cat: This breed has
short hair, with a spotted pattern and “wild
look.” It was created by one man over a pe-
riod of 15 years, using a variety of Ameri-
can domestic cat breeds and 2 imported cats
from northern Africa and southeast Asia.

Longhair Scottish Fold: This breed
evolved because of the recessive longhair
gene in pedigreed Scottish Fold litters
through use of approved outcross breeding.
The pedigrees and appearance are the same
as the parent breed, but the look is soft and
round. The cats appear to have no ears at
all, as they are folded down and covered
with fur.

Nebelung: These blue semi-long-haired
cats resulted from a chance mixed-breed cat
mating. One breeder decided to replicate
the appearance by introducing Russian Blue
cats and breeding with mixed-breed long-
haired cats of a type similar to that of the
Russians.

Ragdoll: This breed was founded 25
years ago with the breeding of a long-haired
mixed-breed female to a Birman male. They
are very gentle and said to be limp when
held. The cats are large and long-haired,
with point-restricted color. Some are mitted
and others have a bi-color pattern. The ap-
pearance is similar to that of Birmans. Con-
troversy surrounds their origin.

Siberia: This is a long-haired cat origi-
nating in Russia. Some were imported to
western Europe from Leningrad and also
from Czechoslovakia. Following more than
a year of complex arrangements, the first 3
Siberia kittens directly imported from Rus-
sia to America arrived on June 28, 1990.
Another cat fancier travelled to Russia to
bring back adult breeding Siberia cats from
Leningrad and Moscow in July, 1990. Si-
berias are massive cats (males 17-26 1b),
with a long mane, lustrous straight single
coat without undercoat, and thick curls on
the belly and breeches. Tabby colors are
preferred.

Snowshoe: This short-haired cat was de-
veloped in the 1960s as a hybrid between
the Siamese and American Shorthair bi-
color (Fig 42). Breeders have experienced
difficulty producing the desired white pat-
tern with reasonable consistency.

Sphynx: This hairless cat resulted from a
spontaneous mutation that has occurred
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several times (Mexican hairless cats were
pictured in Miss Simpson’s 1903 Book of the
Cat. The hairless gene is recessive to that
for a normal coat but is dominant to that
for the Devon Rex wavy coat. These cats
have short down fuzz on some parts of the
body. Their body conformation is striking,
with wrinkled skin (Fig 43). Immune sys-

Figure 43. The Sphynx. (Photograph by Jane Howard)

Figure 42. The Snowshoe.
(Photograph by  Jane
Howard)

tem and fertility problems were reported in
the past, but in recent years the breeders
have been able to produce robust cats.

Selkirk: The most recent and uncon-
firmed mutation in domestic cats was seen
in 1987 in a litter of housecats in Wyoming.
One of the kittens was brought to a Persian
breeder from the local humane society. This
female had an unusual curly coat, evidently
the result of a dominant gene, unlike the re-
cessive Cornish and Devon rex genes. When
bred to a Black Persian Champion, she pro-
duced 6 kittens, 3 of whom were curly. The
coats are thick, plush and soft, falling in
loose curls, rather than waves. Because the
wirehair gene is also dominant, more work
is needed to determine if the genetics of
these cats are the same and if the kittens
perhaps represent a semi-long-haired ver-
sion. The proposed name for the new breed
is “Selkirk.”

Household Pet Cats

A true cat fancier has a love and appreci-
ation for all cats, whether or not they are
pedigreed. Many people involved in breed-
ing pedigreed cats also include mixed-breed
cats as part of their households, and help
local humane societies or shelters in efforts
to decrease pet overpopulation. Registering
associations, such as CFA, include competi-
tion for nonpedigreed cats in their licensed
cat shows as part of their interest in pro-
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moting the welfare of all cats. The House-
hold Pet Class at shows often serves as an
introduction to people interested in joining
the cat fancy and participating in cat club
activities. Many go on to breed champion-
ship cats or to exhibit altered pedigreed cats
in the Premiership competition.

Household pet cats are judged on their
beauty, according to the subjective opinion
of the judges, and on condition. CFA has no
written standards for household pet cats,
preferring each to be valued for its own
uniqueness. Unlike pedigreed cats, which
are compared to the ideal guidelines de-
scribed in the various breed standards,
household pets may be of any color, pattern,
coat texture, or body and head type.

Condition requirements are the same for
household pet cats as for pedigreed show
cats. General good health and vigor must be
reflected in the cat’s overall appearance, as
well as alertness, movement and coat qual-
ity. The cat must be in prime physical con-
dition, with good muscle tone, sound bone
structure and healthy weight. It is import-
ant for all show cats to be faultlessly clean
and well groomed. Condition also includes a
well-balanced temperament and receptive-
ness to the handling and judging procedure.
Because the noise and activity of the
showhall environment can intimidate some
cats, judges disregard normal timid behav-
ior. It is nevertheless surprising that most
household pet cats seem to easily adapt to
the show procedure and display delightful
responsiveness to the attention they receive
from judges and the public.

Household Pet Classes give judges an op-
portunity to educate visitors about the gen-
eral characteristics of cats and the import-
ance of altering cats not used for pedigreed
breeding programs. All CFA Household Pet
adult entries (over 8 months of age) must
be castrated or spayed, and may not be
declawed. Presentations of fine examples of
household pet cats help increase people’s
awareness of the natural beauty and charm
of all cats, and how they are enhanced by
good care, diet and grooming.
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